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APPROVAL OF DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE
Introduction: The School of Nursing (SON) recommends that Oakland University (University) grant a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree in Nursing. The American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) is the national accrediting organization for America's baccalaureate- and higher-degree nursing education programs. AACN organized a task force, consisting of multiple professional nursing organizations, and consulted with other health care disciplines while drafting and approving the DNP position statement. The task force identified two types of doctoral degrees in nursing; one is research focused (the Ph.D.); the other is focused on clinical practice (DNP). In order for the SON to maintain the quality of its programs, the faculty must continue to develop and revise programs to prepare graduates for leadership positions in service and academic settings. The SON strategic plan focuses on maintenance and development of market-driven quality graduate programs to meet the needs of a complex and changing healthcare system. It is clear from the outcome of the national debate (AACN Position Statement) on the future of advanced nursing practice that the DNP will be proposed as the minimally accepted academic credential for nurse practitioners, nurse anesthetists, clinical nurse specialists, and nurse midwives by the year 2015. The University currently offers three of these four advanced practice specialty areas at the Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) level. The DNP program will position the SON to take a leadership role in Michigan by offering the first DNP program in the state. Students entering the DNP program must have a MSN degree and would matriculate into the appropriate course sequence in order to complete the 32 credits of the DNP curriculum. Students with a clinical MSN degree consisting of 43 to 55 credits would complete the additional 32 credits to earn the DNP degree.
The Proposal for a DNP degree program was presented and thoroughly discussed at the March 1, 2006 Board of Trustees Working Session, and is on file in the Board of Trustees Office.

Recommendation:


WHEREAS, implementation of the Doctor of Nursing Practice degree is an important initiative for the School of Nursing and is strongly consistent with the Oakland University in 2010 statement; now, therefore, be it

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the School of Nursing to offer a Doctor of Nursing Practice degree; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the Doctor of Nursing Practice degree program shall be reviewed annually by the Provost to determine whether the program should be continued.
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Previous Board Action:  On May 22, 1974, the Board approved the creation of the SON and the Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree program.  The initial BSN program has grown to include the fully online Registered Nurse BSN completion program and the second degree program for individuals with a degree in another field who want to make a career change to nursing.  The MSN degree program was approved by the Board on May 22, 1980, and modified by the Board on March 29, 1984. The advanced practice specialties started with administration and adult health and evolved to the current programs in family and adult/gerontology nurse practitioner programs, adult clinical nurse specialist, and nurse anesthesia programs, and nursing education program. The DNP degree is a national evolution to the next level of nursing education that will prepare nursing practice leaders in the State of Michigan. 

Budgetary Implications:  In general, doctoral programs are costly and often expend more than is received in external revenues. This is true of the DNP program.  However, the SON has implemented new master degree programs that will be generating sufficient revenue to offset any deficit created within the doctoral program.  As this will be the first DNP program in the State of Michigan, the projected enrollments may be conservative.

Educational Implications:  The proposed DNP degree is consistent with the Oakland University in 2010 statement that the University will offer a wide range of masters and professional doctorate programs that both strengthen undergraduate programs and meet the market demands of our society.  It will also help to solidify the University’s classification as a doctoral research intensive institution.  The SON has transformed its delivery of educational services to meet the needs of an intense, high-tech work environment and prepare graduates with the necessary skills for the 21st Century.

Personnel Implications:  The first two years of the program would require a minimum of current faculty to teach in the program.  Teaching assignments would be off-set by replacement costs.  As the DNP program grows from 10 to 45 students in years 3 – 5, the program would require a .5 FTE faculty to handle the increased workload. 
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Educational Implications:  The first two years of the program would require a minimum of current faculty to teach in the program.  Teaching assignments would be off-set by replacement costs.  As the DNP program grows from 10 to 45 students in years three to five, the program would require a .5 FTE faculty to handle the increased workload. 



Submitted to the President on 

__________________, 2006 by



____________________________
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President

