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APPROVAL OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SAFETY MANAGEMENT
Introduction:  The School of Health Sciences (SHS) recommends that Oakland University (University) grant a Master of Science degree in Safety Management (MSSM).  Safety management is an academic discipline that supports a relatively new and still emerging career field in occupational safety and health (OSH).  None of today’s safety-related degree programs existed before the U.S. Congress passed the OSH Act of 1970.  This act represents the first national legislation directed at ensuring the safety and health of America’s working men and women.  

The University’s OSH bachelor degree, established in 1978, was one of the first such programs to respond to this national demand for increased health and safety in the workplace.  It has met the needs of southeast Michigan’s industrial community in responding to the increased national regulatory focus on workplace safety and health.  A strong working relationship has developed between this program and the Big Three automobile manufacturers, the United Automobile Workers International Union, many auto parts and equipment suppliers, state and federal government agencies, and a  wide variety of other key employers throughout Michigan and beyond.  The demand    for program graduates is strong and growing, as is the interest in expanding Oakland University’s safety-related educational offerings to the MSSM degree level.

The MSSM degree program is modeled after the Master of Science degree in Engineering Management offered by the University and many other universities across the country.  The proposed MSSM degree was developed in a cooperative effort between the SHS and the School of Business Administration, focusing on the business aspects of safety management in the workplace.  This interdisciplinary degree combines an effective balance of core Master of Science in Business Administration (MBA) coursework with application of these business skills to safety-related case studies in  risk assessment, loss control, risk management, and safety program planning, administration, and management.  This master degree is intended to benefit in-service safety professionals and graduates for the OSH bachelor degree.  In today’s business climate it is more important than ever that safety professionals understand the basics   of business management and related disciplines, such as accounting and finance, to promote the cost-effective use of organizational fiscal resources.  The MSSM degree provides that support to our business community in a very timely manner.
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The Proposal for a MSSM degree program was presented and thoroughly discussed at the March 1, 2006 Board of Trustees Working Session, and is on file in the Board of Trustees Office.

Recommendation:

WHEREAS, implementation of the Master of Science in Safety Management degree is an important initiative for the School of Health Sciences and is strongly consistent with the Oakland University in 2010 statement; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the School of Health Sciences to offer a Master of Science in Safety Management degree; and, be it further


RESOLVED, that the Master of Science in Safety Management degree program shall be reviewed annually by the Provost to determine whether the program should be continued.
Previous Board Action:  No previous Board action has been taken relative to a MSSM.  While the present proposal is entirely new in its focus and curriculum, it builds on a solid Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) accredited OSH bachelor degree and supports an emerging career field in occupational safety and health management.

Budgetary Implications:  It is expected that this program will produce positive revenue for the University from the outset, with the only exception occurring in the second year of the program offering when an additional Safety Management faculty position occurs.  No additional positions or additional allocations of space are required unless the number of majors exceeds 50 students.  While the OSH program could naturally grow beyond this point, the number of majors will be capped at 50 in order to live within current budget and space constraints and maintain positive revenue flow for the institution.  Finally, the SHS will review the budget annually to insure that the program  is maintaining its profitable status.  Please see the attached pages 26-28 of the Proposal for budget detail.
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Educational Implications:  The proposed MSSM is consistent with the Oakland University in 2010 strategies for quality academic program development.  Specifically, this degree will provide a master program that meets market demands of our society.   In addition, this degree will provide undergraduate and graduate students the opportunity to work with faculty on research and other creative endeavors.  Finally,    this degree program will result in significant future enrollment growth to support the 2010 student population target.

Personnel Implications:  The proposed major can be implemented with the current full-time OSH faculty and three existing part-time faculty members.  In the course of   the next couple of years, the OSH program will request a third full-time OSH faculty member through the SHS annual call for new faculty position allocations.

Attachment:

A.
Proposal Budget Detail
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