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Summary:

The School of Nursing (SON) is required to evaluate student learning outcomes in three specific areas as part of the accreditation process: critical thinking, communication, and therapeutic nursing interventions.  The North Central Accrediting Association (NCA) has also encouraged the University to strengthen its overall assessment of student learning outcomes.  

The SON searched for a systematic, valid and reliable way to accomplish these requirements and identified several companies that offer comprehensive programs of assessment tests, performance feedback, and remediation options that meet the SON’s accreditation obligations.  Those companies include Educational Resources, Inc. (ERI), MedsPublishing, Health Education Systems, Inc (HESI) and Assessment Testing Institute (ATI).  The specific data generated from these standardized assessment programs allow students and faculty to identify areas for improvement, assess basic skill levels, measure mastery of nursing course content, and demonstrate competency in specific critical areas such as critical thinking, knowledge and comprehension, and planning patient care.  Faculty also receive information on student achievement that enables them to assist students and improve curriculum.  In addition, assessment testing and remediation programs are related to a decrease in student attrition and an improvement in pass rates on the State of Michigan Registered Nurse (RN) licensure exam.  

The Board of Trustees previously approved the assessment of a $56 fee, per semester, for each basic baccalaureate nursing student, to cover the cost of the testing and remediation program.  However, the cost of the testing and remediation program next year will increase to $70, per semester, for each basic baccalaureate nursing student.   The total cost would be $420 over six semesters. 
In addition, a second degree program will commence in the Spring 2005 semester.  The cost of the testing and remediation program for this second degree will be $140, per semester, for each nursing student seeking the second degree.  The total cost would be an additional $420 over three semesters.
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The SON is currently utilizing the services of ATI, since ATI’s program best meets the needs of the SON, but will continue to use the lowest cost responsible provider. 

Action to be Requested at Next Formal Board Meeting:

Board of Trustees approval for the SON to (1) increase the assessment of the per semester fee for each basic baccalaureate nursing student to $70, and, (2) assess a $140 per semester fee for each nursing student seeking the second degree, both to cover the cost of the respective testing and remediation programs.  

Previous Board Action:
The Board of Trustees at its meeting of February 3, 2000, approved a $56 fee, per semester, for each basic baccalaureate nursing student to cover the cost of testing and remediation program.  

Educational Implications:

The standardized assessment of student performance will continue to reduce attrition among nursing students and improve student success on the State of Michigan RN licensure examination. 

Budgetary Implications:

None.
Reviewed by Vice President Virinder K. Moudgil:


_____
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Reviewed by Secretary Victor A. Zambardi:



_____









(Please Initial)
Reviewed by President Gary A. Russi:



_____
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APPROVAL OF AUTHORIZATION FOR SCHOOL OF NURSING FEES

Recommendation   
Introduction:

The School of Nursing (SON) is required to evaluate student learning outcomes in three specific areas as part of the accreditation process: critical thinking, communication, and therapeutic nursing interventions.  The North Central Accrediting Association (NCA) has also encouraged the University to strengthen its overall assessment of student learning outcomes.  

The SON searched for a systematic, valid and reliable way to accomplish these requirements and identified several companies that offer comprehensive programs of assessment tests, performance feedback, and remediation options that meet the SON’s accreditation obligations.  Those companies include Educational Resources, Inc. (ERI), MedsPublishing, Health Education Systems, Inc (HESI) and Assessment Testing Institute (ATI).  The specific data generated from these standardized assessment programs allow students and faculty to identify areas for improvement, assess basic skill levels, measure mastery of nursing course content, and demonstrate competency in specific critical areas such as critical thinking, knowledge and comprehension, and planning patient care.  Faculty also receive information on student achievement that enables them to assist students and improve curriculum.  In addition, assessment testing and remediation programs are related to a decrease in student attrition and an improvement in pass rates on the State of Michigan Registered Nurse (RN) licensure exam.  

The Board of Trustees previously approved the assessment of a $56 fee, per semester, for each basic baccalaureate nursing student, to cover the cost of the testing and remediation program.  However, the cost of the testing and remediation program next year will increase to $70, per semester, for each basic baccalaureate nursing student.   The total cost would be $420 over six semesters. 

In addition, a second degree program will commence in the Spring 2005 semester.  The cost of the testing and remediation program for this second degree will be $140 per semester for each nursing student seeking the second degree.  The total cost would be an additional $420 over three semesters.

The SON is currently utilizing the services of ATI, since ATI’s program best meets the needs of the SON, but will continue to use the lowest cost responsible provider. 
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Recommendation:


RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the President to increase the assessment of the per semester fee for each basic baccalaureate nursing student to $70; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the President to assess a $140 per semester fee for each nursing student seeking a second degree, both to cover the cost of the respective testing and remediation programs.  

Previous Board Action:
The Board of Trustees at its meeting of February 3, 2000, approved a $56 fee, per semester, for each basic baccalaureate nursing student to cover the cost of testing and remediation program.  

Educational Implications:

The standardized assessment of student performance will continue to reduce attrition among nursing students and improve student success on the State of Michigan RN licensure examination. 

Budgetary Implications:

None.







Submitted to the President 

on _________, 2005 by







____________________________






Virinder Moudgil







Vice President for Academic Affairs 

and Provost

Recommended on _________, 2005

to the Board for approval

_____________________________

Gary D. Russi

President
