STUDENT LIAISON’S REPORT

By: David Jewell, Jr.

The last year as a Student Liaison to the Board of Trustees has been somewhat of a period of enlightenment for me.  Throughout my previous three years at the university I always thought that I knew what was going on.    I was always involved on campus, having been on Student Congress, Residence Halls Council, and writing for the Oakland Post.  This was more involvement than other people I knew. Taking a look back, I see that while I was involved I had no idea what was really going on.  I knew what I saw in the paper or heard at Student Congress, so I had a slightly better idea than the average student.  It is not until I spent time as a Student Liaison that I found out what really happens at the University.

Through my tenure as Student Liaison I truly learned about how the University is run.  I now realize how hard the Board works and how much effort and consideration has to go into their decisions.  I never realized how much the Board considers the student perspective and how they continually strive to make the University experience better for every student.  I think the expansion of the Oakland Center truly shows that and it was a pleasure to be able to sit in and ask questions at the design meetings.  It was also great to see at the Board meetings how much the Board cares about the students.

When I started out as a Student Liaison, one of my main goals was to help the on-campus students.  In the last year, it has really become evident to me how much life has improved for the on-campus student.   The building of the apartments has been the biggest improvement for on-campus students since I have attended the university.  Not only are they an improvement over the dorms, but also the nearly 500 additional students on campus have shown an increase in campus activity and student involvement.  This is not just through increased programs, but also with increased participation in various programs.

Even with the addition of on-campus students and increased involvement far too many students choose not to get involved.  While I have always felt this, I think it has become increasingly clear that one of the biggest problems for all students really is a sense of apathy.  They simply come to school, go to work, and go home.  They seldom care about campus issues and choose to get angry rather than informed.  This was made evident with all the signatures to the Post petitions.  Many of the students did not even care; they merely signed them because they were passed around the classroom.  Most of the students didn’t have a reason to sign the petition, besides everyone else was doing it.  It was incredibly disappointing to me that so many students would so blindly sign something that they had no background on.

This parallels with the one area that students complain so much about, tuition.  No doubt, the large increases are something for the students to be concerned about, but especially with the news that double-digit increases are likely next year, students’ anger has turned towards the Board of Trustees.  It’s disheartening to see, especially after discussion with Dr. Russi and the Board and seeing how much effort the Board puts forth to keep tuition low.  I think this truly speaks to the apathy of the student body and that they are not informed, since it is clear the Board is handcuffed with what they are able to do, and the tuition problem stems from the State.

Now that my time as a Board Liaison has come to an end, the there are two things that have been the best parts of my time as a liaison.  The first is getting out and talking to students about the University.  It has been a pleasure to right misconceptions and to help inform everyone how much the Board does and how little they are appreciated.  I would also like to add that I will always value the knowledge and insight I have gained from working with the Board.  They are vastly more concerned than the opinion of the students would lead you to believe.  It has been a pleasure working with everyone on the Board and learning so much.  The last year has truly been an enjoyable experience for me.

STUDENT LIAISON’S REPORT

By: Rhonda Hanna

As one of the Student Liaison’s to the Board of Trustees, I have truly learned a great deal this year.  I have had the opportunity to see first hand how decisions are made here, at Oakland University, and to represent the student voice in those decisions.  Often times, as students it is easy for us to complain about decisions that the Board has made.  But after working with you this year, it is clear that many times those decisions are not easy to reach.  What is more important to note, is that through observing the work and discussions that take place for each decision made, it is evident that this Board genuinely considers what is in the best interest of the student body.  

It is clear that Oakland University is growing.  This year alone, we have had the ground breaking for the Oakland Center expansion, the opening of our Student Apartments as well as the opening of a new Education Building.  Also, for the first time in Oakland’s history, we exceeded 16,000 students.  These are only a few indicators of the success of Oakland University.  One of the results of becoming a greater university is that we also become more recognized, which in return helps us to continue growing.  As we do so, it is vital that the Oakland University community work together to ensure that the University remains focused on the good of its students.  

I cannot emphasize enough how important it is that the students, faculty, staff, administration, and Board of Trustees reach out to each other and work together to make Oakland University the best that it can be; this is everyone’s responsibility.  It is my hope that all students, faculty, and staff do their best to always be well informed on the issues that are facing our University, as well as many other universities, during these harsh times.  In return I don’t doubt the Board will continue to listen to concerns as they arise.  As it is often said, communication is the key to our success; and the waves of communication must always be open.  

As we all know this next year’s budget is a challenging one.  With funding from the State greatly decreased, Oakland University must present a balanced budget with millions of dollars less to work with.  As a student, it is comforting to know that this Board does not want to pass the entire burden to students through tuition, and that new ways are constantly being explored so that does not happen.  Furthermore, it has been reiterated that there will be a continued focus on academics on our campus, and that we will not stop growing in this area.  It is also important for students that student services continue to become stronger, and not falter.  I do not doubt that through everyone working together, student life on this campus will continue to grow and be greater than ever in the year to come.

I would like to thank the Board and administration for their dedication to Oakland University and its students.  I would also like to thank the members of the administration for always being available and willing to answer my questions, no matter how many I had.  Representing students to this Board, and learning from the administration has been an incredible experience for me this year.  I look forward to another great year working with the newly appointed Student Liaison, Lenny Compton, and representing Oakland University students.  

PAGE  
4

