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HONORARY DEGREE FOR

ELMORE LEONARD

Division/Department:  Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Summary:  In accordance with Article IX of the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees, honorary degrees may be awarded by the Board of Trustees in recognition of distinguished accomplishment and service within the scope of the arts and letters, sciences, professions, and public service as recognized and supported by the University.  The awarding of honorary degrees reaffirms Oakland University’s scholarly, creative, and humanitarian values and ties the University to the community at large.

Elmore Leonard has published about forty novels since 1953, and all of his books since 1985 have been best sellers, including Bandits, Touch, Freaky Deaky, Maximum Bob, Pronto, Riding the Rap, and Out of Sight.  The Mystery Writers of America have honored him with the Edgar Allan Poe Award three times.  In addition to being a master craftsman in the crime fiction genre, Mr. Leonard is noted for his ability to create colorful, eccentric, and unforgettable characters--true American originals that have entertained millions and provided shrewd insights into our social fabric.

Because of the cinematic qualities of his plots and characters, many of his books have been adapted for the screen.  The characters he has created, typically savvy hustlers, have been played in the movies by actors like Paul Newman, Burt Lancaster, Clint Eastwood, John Travolta, Jennifer Lopez, and George Clooney, among others.  As a stylist he has been influenced by the spare language and tight dialog of Hemingway, but after a long and successful career, he writes in a voice that is distinctly his own and that seduces readers into rapt page-turning attentiveness.

Mr. Leonard started writing in the fifth grade.  He served as a Seebee in the South Pacific during World War II and later worked in advertising until he could live on the income from his writing. He now lives and works in Bloomfield Hills and occasionally works with Oakland University creative writing students. He does all of his writing in longhand.  He does not own a computer.

The New York Times has called Mr. Leonard “the greatest crime writer of our time, perhaps ever.”  Oakland University is pleased to recognize a local writer whose work is 
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admired by readers and peers around the world and whose fictions reveal essential truths about the world we live in.

It is recommended that Elmore Leonard be granted an honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities, Honoris Causa, based on his ability to create colorful, eccentric, and unforgettable characters--true American originals that have entertained millions and provided shrewd insights into our social fabric.

Action to be Requested at the Next Formal Board Meeting:  The Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost requests that the Board of Trustees approve the awarding of an honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities, Honoris Causa, to Elmore Leonard.

Previous Board Action:
None

Educational Implication:
None


Budgetary Implications:
None

Personnel Implications:
None

Reviewed by Vice President Virinder K. Moudgil:

________________
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Reviewed by Secretary Victor A. Zambardi:
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Reviewed by President Gary D. Russi:
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