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AWARD OF AN HONORARY DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF HUMANITIES, HONORIS CAUSA, TO ELIE WIESEL
A Recommendation
1.  
Division and Department:  Academic Affairs
2.  
Introduction:  In accordance with Article IX of the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees, honorary degrees may be awarded by the Board of Trustees in recognition of distinguished accomplishment and service within the scope of the arts and letters, sciences, professions, and public service as recognized and supported by the University.  The awarding of honorary degrees reaffirms Oakland University’s scholarly, creative, and humanitarian values and ties the University to the community at large.

Dr. Wiesel, a survivor of the Holocaust, has earned an international reputation for his tireless efforts to defend human rights and promote peace.  The list of awards and honors bestowed on Dr. Wiesel is indeed impressive:  the Nobel Peace Prize (1986), the United States Congressional Gold Medal (1985), the Medal of Liberty Award (1986), the Presidential Medal of Freedom (1992), the rank of Grand-Croix in the French Legion of Honor (2001), and an honorary knighthood of the British Empire (2007).  In addition Dr. Wiesel served as Chairman of the President’s Commission on the Holocaust under President Jimmy Carter, and has founded, along with his wife, Marion Wiesel, the Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity.  

Since 1976, Dr. Wiesel has been the Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Humanities at Boston University, and is also a member of the faculties in the Department of Religion and Department of Philosophy.  He has also served as Distinguished Professor of Judaic Studies at the City University of New York (1972-1976) and as the first Henry Luce Visiting Scholar in the Humanities and Social Thought at Yale University (1982-83).  

Dr. Wiesel is the author of more than forty books of fiction and non-fiction, including the internationally acclaimed La Nuit (Night), which has been translated into more than thirty languages and is read by millions of high school and university students around the world.  

Oakland University is proud to recognize Elie Wiesel, one of the world’s foremost humanitarians – a holocaust survivor, author, novelist, professor, advisor to presidents, and a moral guide through the complexities of the social and political issues that confront us. 
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3.  
Previous Board Action:  The Board of Trustees periodically awards honorary degrees at its Formal Sessions.
4.  
Budget Implications:  None.
5.  
Educational Implications:  The awarding of honorary degrees is an established tradition in academe, by which the university reaffirms its scholarly, creative, and humanitarian values and its ties to the wider community.
6.  
Personnel Implications:  None.
7.  
Recommendation:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees awards the honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities, Honoris Causa, to Elie Wiesel.
8.
Attachments:  None.
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