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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1General Education Program at Oakland University
1.  What is Gen Ed?
The major goals of Oakland University’s General Education Program are to introduce students to a broad base of knowledge and to develop their basic analytical and evaluative skills.  The University believes that these skills, cultivated in course work across the entire academic landscape, will create a solid foundation for future lives of leadership, innovation and service.  

The General Education program explicitly ensures that students do not burrow themselves narrowly in their own major. Through its three part structure of Foundations, Explorations, and Integration, the General Education program compliments the plan of study for the student’s major to increase the student’s flexibility and options upon graduation. 

2.  What are the details of the three-part structure?
Students are expected to complete at least one approved course (minimum of 3 credits) from each of the eleven knowledge areas, divided into three components. 

The first component is called Knowledge Foundations.  

These courses develop skills and understanding that are invaluable for all of the student’s subsequent education and consist of two areas: Writing Foundations and Formal Reasoning.

Writing Foundations ensures basic competency is writing and rhetoric, and is generally met by students taking the course Composition II (WRT160).

Formal Reasoning helps develop student skills in using formal reasoning systems to model and solve problems.  Various approved courses can meet this requirement, such as from computer science, mathematics, statistics, linguistics, and logic.

The second component is known as Knowledge Explorations.
In addition to fundamental abilities, a well-educated person should also have a critical appreciation of the ways we gain knowledge and an understanding of the universe, of society, and of humankind that these courses develop.  There are seven categories, and students must take and complete an approved course in each: Arts, Foreign Language and Culture, Global Perspective, Literature, Natural Science and Technology, Social Science, and Western Civilization.

The final component is called Knowledge Integration.
For the well-educated person, the knowledge and capacities of the various disciplines and majors do not exist in isolation but form an integrated whole. The Integration Areas allow students to synthesize their knowledge, to see connections among the various disciplines and to apply their knowledge to real world problems. This integrated knowledge forms the basis for students to continue to learn and grow throughout their lives and prepares them for productive lives of service and leadership.  The two integration areas are:  Knowledge Applications and Capstone.  The Knowledge Applications course must be taken outside the student’s major rubric and the Capstone course integrates knowledge within a student’s major.

Additional Requirements.
Oakland University’s General Education program also helps students develop more advanced writing skills, a breadth in understanding diversity issues in the United States, and a continuous education in the range of intellectual capacities that cut across all areas and disciplines.  Therefore, students are required to complete two Writing Intensive courses – one in general education and one in their major – and a course in U.S. Diversity.  These courses may overlap with the courses taken to meet the requirements of the three-part General Education structure detailed above.  There are four cross-cutting capacities:  Effective Communication, Critical Thinking, Social Awareness, and Information Literacy.

3. What are my obligations/expectations with regard to the General Education Program?
As new faculty you might find yourself teaching an approved General Education Course.  The eleven courses forming the three-part program structure all come with specific student learning objectives. [See the handout for these General Education Student Learning Outcomes (GESLOs)].  It is important for you to be certain that your Gen Ed course syllabus contains the rather specific General Education language which was required when the course was submitted and approved by the General Education Committee (GEC).  This language informs the student of which Gen Ed attributes/categories the course meets, what learning objectives are relevant, and what one or more cross-cutting capacity is included in the course.  Courses with learning objectives (GESLOs) also include a General Education Assessment.  It is crucial that you learn what was the approved syllabus language and include it in your course syllabus.  It is essential that you learn what the Gen Ed Assessment Plan and procedures are for your course if it comes with GESLOs.  Please do not assume that someone in your department will inform you – these things do sometimes fall between the cracks.  Ask your department chairperson.

Ray Liedka 

Chair, General Education Committee 2011-2013

Useful Links:

General Education Website 


www.Oakland.edu/gened
Current Online Catalog


http://catalog.oakland.edu/
General Education Learning Outcomes
http://www.oakland.edu/?id=12838&sid=250
Members of the General Education Committee 
Chair:  Anne Hitt (CAS, Biological Sciences) -- 2011-2014

hitt@oakland.edu
Jennifer Thor (School of Business Administration) -- 2011-2014
Ray Liedka (CAS, Sociology & Anthropology) -- 2012-2015 
Yin Yu (School of Business Administration) -- 2012-2015
Erin Meyers (CAS, Communication & Journalism) -- 2012-2015
Lynnae Lehfeldt (CAS, Music, Theatre & Dance) -- 2012-2015
Don Matthews (CAS, History) -- 2013-2014
Walli Andersen (CAS, Writing & Rhetoric) --2013-2014
Rob Anderson (CAS, English) -- 2013-2016
Laila Guessous (School of Engineering and Computer Science) -- 2013-2016
Barb Oakley (School of Engineering and Computer Science) -- 2013-2016
Deborah Tierney (School of Nursing) -- 2013-2016
Library:  Dominique Daniel 
Registrar or designee: Tricia Westergaard
Student (1): Madeline Knapp
Senior Associate Provost:  Scott Crabill
Assessment Coordinator: Reuben Ternes
Office of Institutional Research & Assessment: Laura Schartman
Professional Advisors Council representative: Julie Borkin  
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