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THE HONORS COLLEGE
THESIS GUIDELINES AND FORMS
Please Read Carefully

Students should begin thinking about the thesis during their first two years. Sophomores will attend The Honors College exploratory workshop ‘The Imagination Laboratory’, which is a good place to start thinking about the (future) HC thesis research, if the student hasn’t done so before that. 

A student who is in “Good Standing” in The Honors College, shall begin preparing the proposal for the Honors Thesis, an independent research* project, in HC 390.
This research should be done in cooperation with a faculty mentor from the University within whose professional discipline the subject of the project lies (exceptions can be made for a co-mentor outside of the University) The Honors Council reviews the final draft of the research proposal citing required and recommended changes (if any). The completed proposal requires Honors College approval.
The completed Honors research thesis is due on Thesis Turn in Day in the semester in which the student intends to graduate:

· October 15 for Fall graduates 

· February 15 for Winter graduate


*When submitting the final/completed thesis, students must include their mentor’s evaluative paragraph and the 
Thesis Checklist (found on our website under student forms)

Students must present their final thesis at an Honors College Research & Scholarship Day, please invite your mentor.
* research is defined here as either critical or creative research and thus, where desired, can be a creative project. 

PROCEDURES FOR BEGINNING THE HONORS THESIS PROPOSAL
Each student approaching The Honors College Council for review of an independent research project must submit a full proposal.  The proposal should include the following 8 elements (see the Thesis Proposal Layout document for layout guidance):

1. A 150-word summary. This should be suitable for a general audience. ie. a description that can be published and understood by all. It should be included on a separate page.
a. When submitting your proposal, please include the License Agreement and Authorization to Publish form which can be found on our website.  This form will allow us to publish your abstract and final thesis on the Honors College and Kresge Library websites. 
2. A description of current research/knowledge in your research area incorporating 3-5 sources. (Guideline: 1 page).
3. Aims and Objectives. A list of the Aims and Objectives of the research. An aim is what you will do. An objective is why you will do it (some examples of Aims and Objectives are included below) 
Commonly, a research project will have a number of aims and a number of linked objectives. Some of those aims and objectives might be primary and some might be secondary. As noted, examples are included below. As a guideline, two aims and two objectives would be a small number; half a dozen of each would be a large number. It is often useful to set these aims and objectives out in point form. (Guideline: 1 page)
4. Methodology.  Include the methodology, methods or approach to be used in your research. Consult your mentor, as needed, to determine the correct methodology for your research/disciplinary area.
(Guideline: ½ page)

5. IRB*: Are you working with human subjects? If so, go to the IRB website and start the online, mandatory CITI training. Don’t delay….you will need either IRB approval or an exemption and you can’t start your research until you get it.

*Include a statement in your proposal stating that you are seeking IRB approval 
6. Outcome/s. What will be the results of the research? This does not assume a project will produce a definitive or complete result. If it aims to do so, that is terrific! Whatever the case, it is assumed here that some outcome can be stated and that this outcome (or outcomes) has importance both for the researcher and for her or his research/disciplinary area. (Guideline: ½ page)
7.   Biographical Note.  A brief biographical note, making reference to educational, personal and/or professional 
back ground as it relates to the proposed research project (Guideline: 200 words).
8.   A selected bibliography (Guideline: ¼ - ¾ page).  A minimum of 7 primary and secondary sources examined prior to proposal submission should be thorough enough to establish the fact that a solution to the problem would be an original contribution to scholarship.  The selected bibliography must be reflected in the survey of scholarship undertaken in #1, and must be incorporated, where necessary, in the proposal. The style-sheet used for the Thesis should be consistent with that used in the field of study (for example, MLA for a thesis in English)

*Sample proposals are available in The Honors College.

Aims and Objectives
1. Often the best way to set out research aims and objectives is to put them in point form, each aim linked to an objective. 
2. Remember, an aim is the what; an objective is the why; a method or the methodology is the how.
3. Your Aims and Objectives section should start with a short introduction (a few lines) or you could even locate your methods discussion in that opening. There is room to be little creative about how you set this out, but your primary thing is to make sure the what, why and how elements are clear.
       Aims
Example/Project 1: The Cycles of Healthy Communities: A Rochester Case Study
1. To investigate the extent of regular bike use in Rochester.
Example/Project 2: Gender Roles in John Updike’s Rabbit tetralogy  
1. To consider representations of women in John Updike’s Rabbit tetralogy.
Example/Project 3: Assessing Service Line Residual Hydrocarbons in Low Temperatures 
       1.    To determine if temperature has a significant impact on residual hydrocarbon formation.
    Objectives 

Example/Project 1: The Cycles of Healthy Communities: A Rochester Case Study
      1.  Discovering the extent of regular bike use will assist in making recommendations concerning the potential of a new   

           Rochester bike share scheme. 
Example/Project 2: Gender Roles in John Updike’s Rabbit tetralogy
1. A representational map of male and female characters in John Updike’s Rabbit tetralogy will reveal aspects of how Updike deals with questions of gender.
Example/Project 3:  Assessing Service Line Residual Hydrocarbons in Low Temperatures
1. Residual hydrocarbons impact on the longevity of service lines in high volume liquid exchanges, so determining 
    the extent of this impact will influence decisions on warming service lines in low temperature environments.
**As noted, projects will usually have more than one aim and more than one objective (3-5 of each would not be unusual). 
Not all aims, or all objectives, need to be primary; however, primary aims and objectives most often relate directly to your expected outcomes (i.e. it would be unusual to have primary aims and/or primary objectives that weren’t related to what you were wanting to achieve as a project outcome)
HONORS COLLEGE THESIS PROPOSAL
MENTOR APPROVAL FORM
TO BE FILLED OUT BY STUDENT:
Student’s Name
 __________________________________________________ Date ______________________
Major____________________________________ 2nd Major or Minor _________________________________








   (Circle one)
Expected date of Graduation _________________________
Expected start date of research _______________ Expected completion date of research  _______________





  (Month/year)                  




      (Month/year)

Working Title of Research Thesis______________________________________________________________________
Thesis Grant: I will be applying for a grant _____*Yes     _____No  (If yes, I have attached the signed & completed grant application)
Mentor’s Name (Please print)   ________________________________________   

Department ____________________________________________

TO BE FILLED OUT BY MENTOR:
*This final draft of the proposal will now go to The Honors College Council for review.  The council can suggest recommendations or required changes. This does not mean that the proposal won’t be further developed as the project proceeds; this review process is primarily to confirm that the project can move forward to the actual research stage.
Please sign and date below AFTER reviewing the final draft.)

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and approved this final draft for review by the Honors College Council.
Mentor’s Signature _________________________________
Date _______________________
Comments?  __________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEAM PROJECT
If your Honors College Thesis Project is a team project what is your role in the project (explain what you will do)? Some of this will repeat the general information in other parts of your thesis proposal, but concentrate here briefly and mostly on what your role will be?

How many other students are involved in the project, and how many of them are students in The Honors College?

How will we recognize the elements that are your contribution to the overall research project?

Is your mentor aware this is a team project and pleased to confirm your contribution?
(THESIS PROPOSAL COVER PAGE MODEL)
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