*HC students need departmental approval to register for HC 390, our thesis prep course.  To receive approval:
· Step 1: Choose a topic and find a mentor (see below). 
· Step 2: Email (hc@oakland.edu) or call (370-4450) to set up an appointment with one of our advisors. (Please include days/times that you are available).
Topic Selection Strategies 
Generating topic ideas can sometimes be daunting. Sometimes it’s a breeze! Here are a few things to keep in mind as you begin brainstorming for ideas:
· Your Honors College thesis project is an opportunity to explore an idea or ideas you personally would like to explore, one you might even have wanted to explore for some time. There are very few restrictions!

· Your HC thesis project might relate directly to your major. Most do.

· Your thesis project might focus on your minor (if you have one). Some do.
· Your thesis project should involve the seeking of some kind of new knowledge. ‘Seeking of new knowledge” is the definition of research, whether that research involves critical analysis, laboratory practice, creative endeavor, or whatever else. 

· Keep in mind that you’ll need a thesis mentor (even where your project involves an outside organization or person you’ll still need someone at OU to be a mentor on the project). So, can you think of someone who can mentor your topic?

· Do something you will enjoy doing! Some students will focus specifically on a project related to a future career or on something they might do further at graduate school. Some students will undertake projects that have nothing to do with either of these things. Simply, do something you will enjoy doing and, because you enjoy doing it, something you will do well.

Some of these questions might assist further:
1. What topics have been of particular interest to you in the courses you have taken?

2. What issues, challenges, discoveries, etc. are dominating the “conversation” in your major?
3. What are some topics that your professors are researching?
4. What topics are gaining critical or popular attention and do any of these topics interest you? 

5. What resources exist that might be accessible to you and support your thesis project?
If you need to: create a simple list of 5 things that have interested you lately. Try to put these in order of interest. When you have your top few things, flesh out what sort of project you might do if you were to make one of these things a focus of your Honors College thesis project.
Finding a Faculty Mentor 
Now that you have begun to understand the criteria for your Honors College thesis project, if you haven’t already done so, it is time to select an appropriate mentor.  Here are some tips to help you do that:

· Go to your major’s department website and read the faculty biographical information and/or curriculum vitae.  You are looking for faculty whose background or research specialization is a good fit for your intended topic.

· Review your OU course history considering the professors who have influenced or inspired your intended topic.
· Your mentor must be an OU faculty member within whose discipline the subject of the project lies (exceptions can be made for a co-mentor outside of the university).

· Once you have found a potential mentor, contact him/her to see if he/she will agree to work with you on your chosen topic.
