
Press Release: 

REFUGEE ALLIANCE SEEKS TO EDUCATE COMMUNITY  
ON ISLAM AND AMERICAN MUSLIM COMMUNITY 

 
On Sunday, April 29th, from 3:00pm – 5:00pm, the Waterford Refugee Welcome Alliance (WRWA) will be 
hosting “Building Bridges: Getting To Know Our Muslim Neighbors” at Christ Lutheran Church in 
Waterford. This event is designed to help educate the community on the basic teachings and practices 
of Islam, as well as share personal stories and experiences of youth and adults within the local American 
Muslim community.  
 
 Amin Varis, a representative from the Islamic Networks Group, Midwest (ING), will be sharing the 
presentation on Islam. ING is a non-profit educational organization serving Michigan and Northern Ohio, 
with affiliates around the country. It seeks to counter all forms of bigotry and build peaceful 
relationships and understanding between communities through education and interfaith engagement. 
Following the presentation, various personal experiences of life in America from Muslim youth and 
adults will be shared. A time for questions from the audience will be allowed. 
 
In addition to the presentations, artwork by Muslim students and ING Youth from the International 
Academy, Bloomfield Hills, will be on display. Informational material from area agencies working with 
refugees will be available. Rev. John Negele, coordinator of the WRWA, states that “in a time when we 
tend to go into our own political and religious camps, this event can help build greater understanding 
between differing traditions, as well as dispel many of the misconceptions about Islam and the Muslim 
community.” The WRWA seeks to advocate for the support of refugees within the local community and 
provide educational resources and opportunities that strengthen relationships and promote 
understanding. 
 
The event is open to the public and will offer a time of refreshment, fellowship, and continued informal 
discussion. For more information you may contact Rev. John Negele at 248-673-7331, or 
Revjohnneg@christwaterford.org. 


