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Summary:
The Oakland University Student Congress (“OUSC”) is recognized by the Oakland University Board of Trustees (“Board”) as an organization to advise the President in regard to policies and programs relating to student life.  Pursuant to the Board’s Bylaws, the OUSC shall be organized and shall function in accordance with such Constitution of the OUSC as may be approved or amended by Board resolution.

The OUSC is the representative body of the students at Oakland University (“University”).  The OUSC Constitution is the OUSC’s governing document, and over the course of time the demographics of the student body and its needs have changed.  Currently the OUSC Constitution contains obsolete membership components and terminology, vague disciplinary procedures, and fractured structure.    

On October 6, 2003, C.B. 04-07 was adopted by the OUSC that established and authorized a Constitutional Commission to review the OUSC Constitution and recommend changes to the legislative body to meet the current needs of the student body of the University.  Since that time, the Constitutional Commission has worked diligently to develop a working Constitution that is up-to-date, clear and ordered, and that will suit the needs of the OUSC in its representation of the student body at large.

On March 28-30, 2005, as part of the OUSC elections, the student body was asked to vote on a referendum to approve the revisions to the OUSC Constitution.  It passed by a margin of 75.1%, and the proposed revised OUSC Constitution is attached as Appendix B.    

The proposed revised OUSC Constitution has been reviewed by and is acceptable to the Office of the General Counsel.
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Action to Be Requested at the Next Formal Board Meeting:
The Board will be asked to approve the proposed revised OUSC Constitution as amended and approved by the student body on March 28-30, 2005.

Previous Board Action:
On April 11, 1996, the Board approved the current OUSC Constitution.

Educational Implications:
None

Budgetary Implications:
None

Personnel Implications:
None

Attachments:
Appendix A.
Current Student Congress Constitution - Redline 

Appendix B.
Proposed Student Congress Constitution – Clean Version

Reviewed by Vice President Mary Beth Snyder:

______________










(Please Initial)

Reviewed by Secretary Victor A. Zambardi:


______________










(Please Initial)

Reviewed by President Gary D. Russi:


______________










(Please Initial)
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APPROVAL OF REVISED OAKLAND UNIVERSITY 

STUDENT CONGRESS CONSTITUTION 

Introduction:

The Oakland University Student Congress (“OUSC”) is recognized by the Oakland University Board of Trustees (“Board”) as an organization to advise the President in regard to policies and programs relating to student life.  Pursuant to the Board’s Bylaws, the OUSC shall be organized and shall function in accordance with such Constitution of the OUSC as may be approved or amended by Board resolution.

The OUSC is the representative body of the students at Oakland University (“University”).  The OUSC Constitution is the OUSC’s governing document, and over the course of time the demographics of the student body and its needs have changed.  Currently the OUSC Constitution contains obsolete membership components and terminology, vague disciplinary procedures, and fractured structure.  

On October 6, 2003, C.B. 04-07 was adopted by the OUSC that established and authorized a Constitutional Commission to review the OUSC Constitution and recommend changes to the legislative body to meet the current needs of the student body of the University.  Since that time, the Constitutional Commission has worked diligently to develop a working Constitution that is up-to-date, clear and ordered, and will suit the needs of the OUSC in its representation of the student body at large.

On March 28-30, 2005, as part of the OUSC elections, the student body was asked to vote on a referendum to approve the revisions to the OUSC Constitution.  It passed by a margin of 75.1% and the proposed revised OUSC Constitution is attached as Appendix B.   

The proposed revised OUSC Constitution has been reviewed by and is acceptable to the Office of the General Counsel.

Recommendation:

WHEREAS, over the past 10 years the demographics of the Oakland University student body have changed dramatically; and
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WHEREAS, the needs, therefore, of the Oakland University Student Congress have likewise changed to effectively and efficiently represent the student body; and


WHEREAS, there was a critical need for outdated policies and procedures to be revisited; and


WHEREAS, the legislative body composition and overall accountability of the legislators and executive board members needed to be more clearly defined; and

WHEREAS, these needs have necessitated additional committees to be added to the structure of the Oakland University Student Congress; and


WHEREAS, on March 28-30, 2005, the student body of Oakland University voted to approve a revised Constitution of the Oakland University Student Congress by attaining a margin of 75.1%; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, that notwithstanding any provision contained in the proposed revised Constitution of the Oakland University Student Congress, the Oakland University Board of Trustees reconfirms its legal authority to grant, modify and rescind constitutions of Oakland University internal governance bodies when the Board of Trustees determines such action to be in the best interest of Oakland University or required to comply with its legal obligations; and be it further 


RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees, under the conditions set forth above, authorizes the immediate implementation of the proposed revised Oakland University Student Congress Constitution attached as Appendix B to this agendum item.

Previous Board Action:
On April 11, 1996, the Board of Trustees approved the current Oakland University Student Congress Constitution.
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Educational Implications:
None

Budgetary Implications:
None

Personnel Implications:
None

Attachments:
Appendix A.
Current Student Congress Constitution - Redline 

Appendix B.
Proposed Student Congress Constitution – Clean Version

Submitted to the President 







on _______________, 2006 by







________________________________







Mary Beth Snyder







Vice President for Student Affairs

Recommended on _______________, 2006

to the Board for approval by

_________________________________________

Gary D. Russi

President
