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AUTHORIZATION TO CONTRACT FOR UTILITY LINE METERING 

AND MONITORING SYSTEM

Introduction

Utility usage and costs continue to rise at the University.  In order to effectively account for and manage this usage, an automated, web based utility metering and analysis system is proposed.  This system will lay the foundation for a host of cost saving measures, operational improvements, improved cost allocation at the University, etc.  The proposed system will monitor the west campus utilities.  It will include the upgrade of existing campus metering (including most of the campus’ heating hot water, electricity, natural gas, and domestic water), connection to the existing campus Ethernet network, and a hardware/software package to collect and analyze the data.  Net annual cost savings from the system are projected to be approximately $160,000.  The source of these anticipated savings is from reducing peak demand charges by managing the “real time” electrical usage, and surfacing recommendations for energy use reduction to building occupants.  With a total project cost of $392,000, this represents a payback period of less than 2.5 years.

Recommendation

RESOLVED, that the Vice President for Finance and Administration be authorized to execute a contract with the lowest responsible bidder who meets the system specifications for the installation of utility metering and automated utility monitoring system; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, that the contract shall be reviewed and approved by the Office of the General Counsel prior to execution, and shall be in compliance with the law and University policies and regulations and shall conform to the legal standards and policies of the Board of Trustees; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the project budget for the project shall not exceed $392,000. 

Budgetary Implications

Funding will be from existing university funds.
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