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June 6, 2007
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN APPLIED HEALTH SCIENCES
A Recommendation

1.
Division and Department:   Academic Affairs, School of Health Sciences
2.
Introduction:  The Oakland University (University) mandate for 2010 encourages and supports community outreach and partnerships. The University will be recognized regionally for quality and responsive community outreach, and for building collaborative relationships with business, industry, education and government to meet the demands of a highly educated workforce and high-performance workplace.  It is with this direction that the School of Health Sciences (School) would like to bring forward a new proposal to implement a new major to be called Applied Health Sciences. 

The major in Applied Health Sciences is different from the current major, Health Sciences, in that it 1.) has a different set of core courses, 2.) will prepare students for a broad-based undergraduate degree by completing the general education requirements at the University, and 3.) will utilize nearly all credits earned by students in an associate degree program that lead to a health-care vocation upon completion of the Bachelor of Science degree.  The new major will allow students from Macomb Community College (MCC) with programs in Respiratory Therapy, Health Information Technology, Surgical Technology, Physical Therapy Assistant studies, Medical Assistant studies, and Occupational Therapy Assistant Studies, to transfer the majority of credits earned (65 to 66), thereby increasing enrollment in the School.  This collaboration with MCC is unique and will allow the University to address a need currently unmet by other four year institutions in southeast Michigan.  Graduates with a major in Applied Health Sciences will be able to seek admission to graduate study, subject to admission requirements for specific graduate programs.
3.
Previous Board Action:   None.
4.
Budget Implications:   In addition to normal operating expenses, a new .5 FTE clerical position is budgeted beginning in the first year of the program.  No additional faculty salary will be required until the third year, when a new faculty position is proposed.  The budget projections are conservative and project a positive net income starting in its first year as well as maintaining profits for the first five years of the program. Please see Five-Year Plan and Proforma Statement, Attachment A. The feasibility study yielded substantial positive feed back and numerous opportunities for public service and outreach.  The School, in collaboration with the Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost, will review the program
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and budget annually to insure that the program is meeting its revenue projections.

5.
Educational Implications:  Students seeking the major in Applied Health Sciences in the School must complete 131 or 132 credits depending on the concentration and including the following requirements:  Students in this major would take a core set of courses and general education requirements at the University (66 credits) as well as courses in one of six concentration areas:  Respiratory Therapy, Medical Assistant Studies, Surgical Technology, Health Information Technology, Occupational Therapy Assistant Studies, or Physical Therapy Assistant Studies.  All of the specialization courses would be taken at MCC.  Students would be able to transfer 65-66 credits from MCC depending on the concentration.  This would allow students to utilize all or nearly all of the courses taken for the associate degree at MCC.  Our hope is that students who have completed an associate degree in one of these areas or are currently working on one would come to the University to complete a bachelor's degree.  We also anticipate that freshmen will be able to take advantage of this program as part of the Macomb2OU initiative.
In addition to core and major courses, students are required to meet general education requirements as established by the University.
6.
Personnel Implications:  No new courses will need to be developed because of sufficient cross-listing with present courses. Additional sections will be added to accommodate enrollment growth as needed and will be supported by the additional full-time faculty position proposed in year 3 as well as part-time instructors.  A new .5 FTE clerical position will be required beginning in the first year.  
7.
Recommendation:  WHEREAS, the Bachelor of Science with a major in Applied Health Sciences is consistent with several objectives contained in Oakland University’s 2010 Strategic Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Bachelor of Science with a major in Applied Health Sciences will provide an unmet need in Southeast Michigan; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorize the School  of Health Sciences to offer a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Applied Health Science; and, be it further 
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RESOLVED, that the Bachelor of Sciences degree with a major in Applied Health Science be reviewed annually by the Provost to determine whether the program should be continued.
8.
Attachments:   
A.  Five-Year Plan and Proforma Statement 
B.  Health Sciences Flow Chart

C.  Course Requirements for a Major in Applied Health Sciences
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