Agendum

Oakland University

Board of Trustees

Special Formal Meeting

July 24, 2006
APPROVAL OF

UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL ACTIONS
Introduction

The following sets of personnel actions require Board approval.  In addition, twice a 

year, the administration reports to the Board other personnel actions as information 

items; the next reporting date is October, 2006.
Recommendation

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approve the personnel actions below.

I. New Appointments, effective August 15, 2006
Battles, Kathleen M., Assistant Professor of Communication ($48,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)
Chen, Yu, Instructor in Marketing ($90,725.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Dinda, Sumit, Assistant Professor of Medical Laboratory Sciences ($55,000.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)

Drignei, Dorin, Assistant Professor of Statistics ($60,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)
Edwards, Kyle, Instructor in English ($43,349.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Filler, Stephen L., Assistant Professor of Japanese ($47,500.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)

Free, Donna D., Special Instructor in Accounting ($65,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)
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I.
New Appointments, effective August 15, 2006 (continued)

Garraway, Garbette M., Assistant Professor of Education ($52,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Harris, Margaret, Assistant Professor of Nursing ($65,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)
Hoffman, Frederick G., Special Instructor in Legal & Ethical Studies ($65,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)
Juettemeyer, Tricia, Assistant Professor, Kresge Library ($40,000.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)
Kerrigan, Nessan J., Assistant Professor of Chemistry ($56,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Kim, Dong-Hun, Instructor in Political Science ($43,062.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Laam, Kevin, Assistant Professor of English ($47,300.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Liedka, Raymond V., Assistant Professor of Sociology ($48,000.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)

Maher, Sara F., Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy ($50,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)
Martin, Craig E., Assistant Professor of History ($48,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Motyka, Carrie L., Instructor in Nursing ($62,075.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Neely, Lynn C., Assistant Professor of Psychology ($50,000.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)
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I.
New Appointments, effective August 15, 2006 (continued)

Ostergaard, Lori A., Instructor in Rhetoric ($43,062.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)

Pepin, Marie-Eve, Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy ($50,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Qian, Hong, Instructor in Finance ($94,500.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Raman, Lakshmi, Assistant Professor of Psychology ($50,000.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)

Seymour, Ruth Ann, Assistant Professor of Journalism ($50,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Shin, Sunwoo, Assistant Professor of Education ($48,000.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)

Stoffan, George C., Assistant Professor of Music ($48,500.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Wooddell, Victor D., Assistant Professor of Education ($49,000.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Wren, Patricia W., Assistant Professor of Wellness, Health Promotion & Injury Prevention ($55,000.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)

Youngquist, Jeffrey, Instructor in Communication ($46,000.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)

Yu, Shuishan, Instructor in Art History ($43,062.00) (New appointment filling a vacant authorized position)

Zhang, Ning, Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences ($55,000.00) (New appointment filling a newly authorized position)
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II. Administrative Appointments
Machmut-Jhashi, Tamara, Interim Assistant Provost, effective July 10, 2006 ($73,000.00) pursuant to the Employment Agreement between Dr. Tamara Machmut-Jhashi and Oakland University that was reviewed and approved by the Office of the General Counsel and is in compliance with the law and University policies and regulations and conforms to the legal standards and policies of the Board of Trustees.


Department Chairs
	Department
	Chair
	Term

	Art & Art History
	Andrea Eis
	August 15, 2006-August 14, 2009 (1st term)

	
	
	

	Chemistry
	Mark W. Severson
	August 15, 2006-August 14, 2009
(2nd term)

	
	
	

	History
	Karen A. J. Miller
	August 15, 2006-August 14, 2009
(1st term)

	
	
	

	Mathematics & Statistics
	Louis J. Nachman
	August 15, 2006-August 14, 2009
(2nd term)

	
	
	

	Modern Languages & Literatures
	Christopher R. Clason
	August 15, 2006-August 14, 2009
(1st term)

	
	
	

	Physics
	Andrei N. Slavin
	August 15, 2006-August 14, 2009
(1st term)

	
	
	

	Rhetoric, Communication & Journalism
	Sharon L. Howell
	August 15, 2006-August 14, 2009
(2nd term)

	
	
	

	Sociology & Anthropology
	Albert J. Meehan
	August 15, 2006-August 14, 2009
(1st term)
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III.
Change of Status
Mabee, Barbara U., from Professor of German and Chairperson, Department of Modern Languages & Literatures to Professor of German, effective August 15, 2006.
Maines, David R., from Professor of Sociology and Chairperson, Department of Sociology & Anthropology to Professor of Sociology, effective August 15, 2006.

Mili, Fatma, from Professor of Engineering to Professor of Engineering and Interim Chairperson, Department of Computer Science & Engineering, effective August 15, 2006.

Osthaus, Carl R., from Professor of History and Chairperson, Department of History to Professor of History, effective August 15, 2006.

Schwartz, Robert M., from Professor of Education and Chairperson, Department of Reading and Language Arts to Professor of Education, effective August 15, 2006.

Wood, Susan E., from Professor of Art History and Chairperson, Department of Art & Art History to Professor of Art History, effective August 15, 2006.
IV.
Faculty Reappointments
The faculty agreement requires that certain reviews for possible reemployment and promotion be completed by August 15.  The following recommendations are made by the President.  Standard review processes were followed.
A.
Reappointments (with Tenure)
1. Assistant Professors eligible for promotion to the rank of associate professor, effective August 15, 2006.
	Aigbedo, Henry O.
	Decision & Information Sciences
	Reemploy & Promote

	Bouchaffra, Djamel
	Computer Science & Engineering
	Do Not Reemploy

	Bryant-Friedrich, Amanda C.
	Chemistry
	Reemploy & Promote

	Deng, Xiadong
	Decision & Information Sciences
	Reemploy & Promote

	Goody, Stephen G.
	Art & Art History
	Reemploy & Promote

	Hay, Kellie D.
	Rhetoric, Communication & Journalism
	Reemploy & Promote
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A.
Reappointments (with Tenure) (Cont’d)
	Javorsky, James
	Human Development & Child Study
	Reemploy & Promote

	Kitchens, Marshall W.
	Rhetoric, Communication & Journalism
	Reemploy & Promote

	Kobus, Krzystof J.
	Mechanical Engineering
	Reemploy & Promote

	Kruk, Serge G.
	Mathematics & Statistics
	Reemploy & Promote

	Matthews, Weldon C.
	History
	Reemploy & Promote

	Miree-Coppin, Cynthia E.
	Management & Marketing
	Reemploy & Promote

	Mitchell, Anne M.
	Nursing
	Reemploy & Promote

	Penprase, Barbara B.
	Nursing
	Reemploy & Promote

	Rieger, Ingrid
	Modern Languages & Literature
	Reemploy & Promote

	Ruegg, Erica
	Human Development & Child Study
	Reemploy & Promote

	Schweitzer, Linda
	Chemistry
	Reemploy & Promote

	Scott, Chaunda
	Human Resource Development
	Reemploy & Promote

	Sifonis, Cynthia M.
	Psychology
	Reemploy & Promote

	Smith, Lorenzo M.
	Mechanical Engineering
	Reemploy & Promote


B. Reappointments (Probationary) – Effective August 15, 2007, through August 14, 2009.
1. Assistant Professors eligible for reemployment to second, two-year probationary terms as assistant professor.

	Bekele, Getnet
	History
	Reemploy

	Benken, Babette M.
	Teacher Development & Educational Studies
	Reemploy

	Chaney, Michael P.
	Counseling
	Reemploy

	Creighton, Douglas S.
	Health Sciences
	Reemploy

	Flumerfelt, Shannon R.
	Educational Leadership
	Reemploy

	Hasanov, Fuad
	Economics
	Reemploy

	Johnson, Eileen S.
	Educational Leadership
	Reemploy

	Kim, Dae-Kyoo
	Computer Science & Engineering
	Reemploy

	Kim, Young J.
	Teacher Development & Educational Studies
	Reemploy

	Kondratek, Melodie D.
	Health Sciences
	Reemploy

	Larrabee, Timothy G.
	Teacher Development & Educational Studies
	Reemploy

	Majeske, Karl
	Decision & Information Sciences
	Reemploy

	Palmer-Mehta, Valerie P.
	Rhetoric, Communication & Journalism
	Reemploy
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B. Reappointments (Probationary) (Cont’d)
1. Assistant Professors eligible for reemployment to second, two-year probationary terms as assistant professor (cont’d).
	Parfitt, Diane L.
	Counseling
	Reemploy

	Qu, Xianggui
	Mathematics & Statistics
	Reemploy

	Reygaert, Wanda C.
	Health Sciences
	Reemploy

	Roytek, Margaret A.
	Human Resource Development
	Reemploy

	Schiele, Joseph
	Decision & Information Sciences
	Reemploy

	Serocki, James S.
	Accounting & Finance
	Reemploy

	Sullivan, Jennifer L.
	Modern Languages & Literatures
	Reemploy

	Switzer, Anne T.
	Kresge Library
	Reemploy


2. Assistant Professors eligible for reemployment to final two-year probationary terms as assistant professor.
	Aloi, Daniel N.
	Electrical & Systems Engineering
	Reemploy

	Baillargeon, Claude
	Art & Art History
	Reemploy

	Chang, Yin-Ping
	Mechanical Engineering
	Reemploy

	Chavez, Ferman A.
	Chemistry
	Reemploy

	Debnath, Debatosh
	Computer Science & Engineering
	Reemploy

	Discenna, Thomas A.
	Rhetoric, Communication & Journalism
	Reemploy

	Dulio, David A.
	Political Science
	Reemploy

	Galloway, Kathleen M.
	Health Sciences
	Reemploy

	Ingram, Ilene L.
	Educational Leadership
	Reemploy

	Larson, Cathy A.
	Health Sciences
	Reemploy

	Li, Ledong
	Reading & Language Arts
	Reemploy

	Lombardo, Sylvie A.
	Psychology
	Reemploy

	Lose, Mary K.
	Reading & Language Arts
	Reemploy

	MacDonald, Michael G.
	Teacher Development & Educational Studies
	Reemploy

	Malec, Mariah E.
	Music, Theatre & Dance
	Reemploy

	McGinnis, Debra Q.
	Psychology
	Reemploy

	McGlothlin, Charles W.
	Health Sciences
	Reemploy

	Morrison, Linda J.
	Sociology & Anthropology
	Reemploy

	Rigstad, Mark A.
	Philosophy
	Reemploy

	Slater, Robert S.
	Kresge Library
	Reemploy

	Smith, Laureen H.
	Nursing
	Reemploy

	Trumbore, Peter F.
	Political Science
	Reemploy

	Tyler, Catherine L.
	Management & Marketing
	Reemploy

	Zou, Qian
	Mechanical Engineering
	Reemploy
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B. Reappointments (Probationary) (Cont’d)

3.  Special Instructors eligible for reemployment to second, two-year probationary terms as special instructor.

	Gaydos, Rebecca L.
	Linguistics
	Reemploy

	Talbert, Elizabeth J.
	Rhetoric, Communication & Journalism
	Reemploy


4.  Special Instructors eligible for reemployment to final, two-year probationary terms as special instructor.

	Breidenbach, Cathleen
	Rhetoric, Communication & Journalism
	Reemploy

	Jordan, Danny
	Music, Theatre & Dance
	Reemploy

	Kietlinska, Kasia G.
	Rhetoric, Communication & Journalism
	Reemploy

	McClure, Jimmy T.
	English
	Reemploy

	Saed, Ghassan M.
	Chemistry
	Reemploy

	Suda, Thomas M.
	Music, Theatre & Dance
	Reemploy










Submitted to the President



on ___________ , 2006 by


                                                             
____________________________


Virinder K. Moudgil


Vice President for Academic Affairs    

and Provost

Recommended on _______________, 2006,

to the Board for Approval by

____________________________________

Gary D. Russi

President
NEW APPOINTMENTS

(August 15, 2006)

Battles, Kathleen M.

Assistant Professor of Communication
Department of Rhetoric, Communication and Journalism

College of Arts and Sciences

Kathleen M. Battles received her Ph.D. from the University of Iowa in 2002.  Prior to coming to Oakland University, she was a visiting assistant professor at Denison University.  Her research focuses on the role of broadcasting in the creation of cultural discourses and maintenance of cultural norms.  A specialist in media history, her current book project, which is under contract with the University of Minnesota Press, involves an exploration of the relationship between developments in policing and the radio crime dramas of the Depression era.  Additionally, Dr. Battles works on issues surrounding contemporary representations of gays and lesbians in the media, for which she received a grant from the GLAAD Center for the Study of Media and Society.

Chen, Yu

Instructor in Marketing
Department of Management and Marketing

School of Business Administration 
Yu Chen is completing her Ph.D. from the HEC School of Management, Paris, France.  She completed her M.A. in Marketing from the University of Paris Dauphine, and her M.B.S. from the University of Paris Sorbonne.  Yu Chen specializes in consumer behavior, cross cultural marketing, cultural products marketing, and innovation studies.  Her current research interest include: consumer behaviour modelling, structural equation modelling in the context of identification of consumer desires and perception of values, parametric and non parametric methods, qualitative methods, innovation theories’ application in new products. 
Dinda, Sumit

Assistant Professor of Medical Laboratory Sciences 
Department of Medical laboratory Sciences

School of Health Sciences
Sumit Dinda received his Ph.D. from Oakland University in 1999, and will join the School of Health Sciences faculty as an Assistant Professor of Medical Laboratory Sciences.  Since receiving his doctorate, his major teaching and research area of biological sciences has been at Oakland University.  He has also held two postdoctoral fellowships while here at Oakland University.  Professor Dinda has co-authored and published many articles and abstracts supporting the research and teaching of biological sciences and has presented at related national conferences.
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Drignei, Dorin

Assistant Professor of Statistics 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics

College of Arts and Sciences

Dorin Drignei received his Ph.D. and M.S. in Statistics from Iowa State University.  He did his undergraduate work at the University of Craiova in Romania.  While still in school, he taught several courses at Iowa State.  Since graduation he has been a Postdoctoral Scientist working on the Geophysical Statistics Project at the National Center for Atmospheric Research.  He received a Research Excellence Award from Iowa State in 2004.
Edwards, Kyle

Instructor in English
Department of English

College of Arts and Sciences

Kyle Edwards received his Ph.D. from the University of Texas at Austin in 2006.  Professor Edwards is a scholar of American cinema.  His particular interests are in the adaptation of literary works to the screen in the first half of the 20th century.  Dr. Edwards’s dissertation, Corporate Fictions:  Film Adaptation and Authorship in the Hollywood Studio System, focuses on the broad range of strategies and activities that surrounded bringing a book to the big screen.  Dr. Edwards addresses the myriad ways in which the business of Hollywood shaped the transformation (and marketing) of literary into cinematic art.  

Filler, Stephen L.

Assistant Professor of Japanese

Department of Modern Languages and Literature

College of Arts and Sciences

Stephen Louis Filler received his Ph.D. at Ohio State University in 2005.  He served recently as Visiting Assistant Professor of Japanese at Oberlin College in Ohio.  Professor Filler’s areas of interest are classical and modern Japanese literature, literary theory, philosophy, linguistics, history, and traditional theatre.  His teaching responsibilities at Oakland University will include all levels of courses in the Japanese program and shaping the curriculum for the Japanese major proposal.  In addition, he will be teaching in the Center for International Programs. 
New Appointments
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Free, Donna D.

Special Instructor in Accounting
Department of Accounting and Finance

School of Business Administration 
Donna Free joined Oakland University as an adjunct accounting instructor in Fall 1999 and in July 2002 became the Coordinator of Graduate Business Programs. She has served as the Coordinator of the EMBA-Health Care Management, MBA, MAcc, and MSITM.  Prior to moving to Michigan, Donna was a member of the accounting faculty at the University of Missouri – St. Louis from 1990 to 1999.  Her teaching interests and research interests include auditing, accounting information systems, and financial accounting.  Donna is a CPA and has a Masters in Accounting.  She started her career in public accounting with the firm Ernst & Young.

Garraway, Garbette M.

Assistant Professor of Education
Department of Counseling

School of Education and Human Services

Garbette M. Garraway received his Ph.D. in Counselor Education and Supervision from The Pennsylvania State University in 2006, his M.Ed. in Counseling Psychology from the University of British Columbia (Canada) in 2002, his M.A. in English Education from Simon Fraser University (British Columbia) in 1989, and his B.F.A. in Creative Writing from the University of British Columbia in 1974.  He has co-authored a textbook on career planning, co-compiled an inventory of best practices for school counselors, and made presentations at state and national conferences on career planning, multicultural issues, and the counseling process.  
Harris, Margaret A.
Assistant Professor of Nursing

School of Nursing

Margaret A. Harris received her Ph.D. in Nursing from Wayne State University and her B.S. in Nursing from the University of Michigan. She has been a lecturer at Oakland University since 2004 and most recently as a visiting instructor.  Her research interests relate to health and adherence to treatment of children with HIV/Aides.
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Hoffman, Frederick G.

Special Instructor in Legal & Ethical Studies
Department of Management and Marketing

School of Business Administration

Mr. Hoffman received his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science in education from Western Illinois University.  After military service, he obtained a Master of Arts in Political Science from Loyola University of Chicago and his Juris Doctor from the John Marshall Law School in Chicago. After law school, he served as law clerk to John T. Reardon, then Presiding Justice of the Appellate Court for the Fourth District of Illinois. Mr. Hoffman thereafter entered private practice and spent the next 26 years engaged in the corporate field.  He has spent the last few years representing one of the “Big Three” major automotive companies in its nationwide real estate dealer sales and acquisitions.  In addition, Mr. Hoffman has been an adjunct professor at Oakland University and at The Thomas Cooley Law School.

Juettemeyer, Tricia

Assistant Professor and Information Literacy/Reference Librarian

University Library

Tricia Juettemeyer received a MLIS from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro in 2005.  At UNCG, Tricia was webmaster for the Department of Library and Information Studies, taught technology training sessions, and worked in the university library.  She co-authored the article “News Blogs in Distance Education Programs”, which is published in Distance Learning.
Kerrigan, Nessan J.

Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Department of Chemistry

College of Arts and Sciences

Nessan Kerrigan received his Ph.D. in 2000 from University College in Dublin, Ireland.  He has done postdoctoral work at the University of Glasgow and the University of Pittsburgh.  He gained industrial experience at Merck, Sharpe & Dohme.  Dr. Kerrigan’s area of research is asymmetric organic synthesis with focus on development of new organocatalytic methodologies and their application to the synthesis of biologically active natural products.  
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Kim, Dong-Hun
Instructor in Political Science

Department of Political Sciences

College of Arts and Sciences

Dong-Hun Kim is completing his Ph.D. in Political Science at the University of Iowa, after earning his B.A. from Korea University in Seoul, South Korea and his M.A. in Political Science from the University of Iowa.  His major teaching and research area is International Political Economy, with a focus on International Trade Policy.  Among Dong-Hun’s recent publications is “The Role of Parliamentary Committees in Coalition Governments: Keeping Tabs on Coalition Partners in the German Bundestag,” published in 2005 in Comparative Political Studies.  Professor Kim specializes in East Asia, including China, Japan and Korea; his teaching and research will support international relations programs.

Laam, Kevin

Assistant Professor of English
Department of English

College of Arts and Sciences

Kevin Laam received his Ph.D. from the University of Southern California in 2006.  He is a scholar of the Early Modern Period of English literature.  His particular interests are in 17th–century poetry and in how that poetry expresses the cultural and religious currents of the period.  Dr. Laam’s dissertation, Borrowed Heaven: Early Modern Devotion and the Art of Happiness, focuses particularly on the pursuit of contentment and happiness in the religious poetry and prose of the 17th-century.  

Liedka, Raymond V.

Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology

College of Arts and Sciences

Raymond Liedka received his Ph.D. in Sociology from Cornell, and taught at the University of New Mexico for several years.  He comes to Oakland University as an assistant professor of Sociology with substantial teaching and research experience and will contribute to courses in criminology, organizations, and quantitative analysis.  His recent research focuses on whether the increasing prison incarceration rates have an effect on reducing crime.
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Maher, Sara F.

Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy
Department of Physical Therapy 
School of Health Sciences

Sara F. Maher received her B.S. from Western Michigan University with a major in music therapy and a Masters in Physical Therapy from Wayne State University.  She completed an Orthopedic Manual Physical Therapy Certificate at Oakland University in 2004 and shortly thereafter received her DScPT.  She was a graduate assistant for three semesters at Oakland University.

Martin, Craig E.

Assistant Professor of History

Department of History

College of Arts and Sciences

Craig Martin received his Ph.D. from Harvard University in 2002, and will join the history faculty as a specialist in the history of science and technology.  Since receiving his doctorate, he has taught at the University of Oklahoma and held three postdoctoral fellowships—at Oklahoma, the Harvard University Center for Italian Renaissance Studies in Florence, and the De Wulf-Mansion Centre, Institute of Philosophy, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium.  

Motyka, Carrie L.

Instructor in Nursing

School of Nursing

Carrie L. Motyka is currently a doctoral candidate and received her M.S. in Community Health Nursing from the University of Michigan and her B.S. in Nursing from Oakland University.  She began teaching at Oakland University as a visiting instructor in 2000 and most recently as an adjunct instructor.  She is completing her dissertation on quality of life for African Americans receiving palliative care.  She has had one article published in the Journal of Holistic Medicine on promoting physical activity among women and has authored a community health textbook chapter addressing home health and hospice care.
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Neely, Lynn C.

Assistant Professor of Psychology
Department of Psychology

College of Arts and Sciences 
Lynn C. Neely received her Ph.D. from Wayne State University.  Her dissertation research focused on personality and social influences on the link between support and affect.  Professor Neely is a clinical psychologist who specializes in the area of health psychology with research on stress and pain management in chronic disease and the role of relationships in chronic illness.  She completed a post-doctoral research fellowship in health psychology funded by the National Institutes of Health and also served as the Associate Director of the Wayne State University Psychology Clinic, which trains doctoral level clinical psychologists. 
Ostergaard, Lori A.

Instructor in Rhetoric

Department of Rhetoric, Communication and Journalism

College of Arts and Sciences

Lori A. Ostergaard comes to Oakland from her doctoral work at Illinois State University, where she worked with several leading scholars in Rhetoric and Composition Studies.  Her doctoral dissertation research focused on the development of composition studies in the early 20th century.  Her dissertation is entitled Composition at the Illinois State Normal University, 1892–1935: Progressive Pedagogy, Scholarship, and Curriculum.  She brings expertise and experience in the areas of rhetorical theory, computers and composition and the uses of new media in teaching writing. 
Pepin, Marie-Eve

Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy

Department of Physical Therapy

School of Health Sciences

Marie-Eve Pepin received her Doctorate in Physical Therapy from MGH Institute in Boston in Spring of 2006, and will join the School of Health Sciences faculty as Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy.  She has taught in the Physical Therapy program at Oakland University for the last three years and has had 6 years of experience as a Clinical Physical Therapist in the Detroit area healthcare system.  She has also collaborated on research projects focusing on the spine, with a current collaborative writing in process with a focus on spinal pathologies.
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Qian, Hong

Instructor in Finance
Department of Accounting and Finance

School of Business Administration

Hong Qian earned her M.S. from the Department of Economics at Southern Illinois University in 2000 and is expecting her Ph.D. from the Smeal College of Business Administration at the Pennsylvania State University in 2006. Her prior academic experience includes teaching as an instructor in the Smeal College of Business Administration at the Pennsylvania State University. She has published in Quarterly Journal of Business and Economics, and a book chapter in Focus on Accounting and Finance. She has also presented at the Financial Management Association Annual Meetings.
Raman, Lakshmi

Assistant Professor of Psychology
Department of Psychology

College of Arts and Sciences

Lakshmi Raman received her Ph.D. from Ohio State University in 2000.  Her research program focuses on the impact of social and cultural factors on children’s and adults’ causal attributions in the origins of physical illness.  For her dissertation she conducted a developmental analysis of immanent justice beliefs in children and adults, in which she challenged traditional developmental theories.  Dr. Raman was awarded an NICHD National Research Service Award (NRSA) to support her research during her postdoctoral fellowship at the University of Michigan.  
Seymour, Ruth Ann

Assistant Professor of Journalism
Department of Rhetoric, Communication and Journalism

College of Arts and Sciences

Ruth Ann Seymour teaches News Reporting and Feature Writing.  She comes to Oakland University after 20 years of teaching professional grammar, reporting, writing, editing and intercultural journalism and communication at Wayne State University.  From 1978-1986, Ruth reported for the Detroit Free Press and The Detroit News, winning state and national awards for projects on undercovered communities.  Her doctoral research at the University of Michigan described pervasive and discriminatory patterns of syntax in elite US newspaper coverage of Native Americans, African Americans and Latinos.
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Shin, Sunwoo

Assistant Professor of Education
Department of Human Development and Child Studies

School of Education and Human Services

Sunwoo Shin received his B.S. in Law from the Hanyang University of Seoul Korea in 1990, his M.S. Ed in Special Education from Union University at Jackson, Tennessee in 1998, and his Ed.D. in Special Education from the University of Memphis in 2004.  Since 2005, Dr. Shin has been employed as an adjunct faculty at Indiana University South Bend and Eastern Michigan University.  He is teacher certified in Special Education Comprehensive K-12 and taught Language Arts and Mathematics at East High School and Navarre Intermediate School in Memphis City Schools and South Bend Community School Corporation, respectively. 
Stoffan, George C.

Assistant Professor of Music
Department of Music, Theatre and Dance

College of Arts and Sciences

George C. Stoffan will join the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance as Assistant Professor of Clarinet.  He will teach clarinet performance and music theory.  Dr. Stoffan holds three degrees in clarinet performance:  a Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, a Master of Music from Indiana University, and a Bachelor of Music (with distinction) from the University of Michigan. He has considerable prior teaching experience, including 2 years as assistant professor of clarinet at Southern Utah University.  Before moving to Utah, Dr. Stoffan was Concertmaster of the United States Air Force Band in Washington, DC, with whom he made 15 compact disc recordings.  He has performed extensively as a soloist, chamber musician, and ensemble musician

Wooddell, Victor D.

Assistant Professor of Education
Department of Human Resource Development

School of Education and Human Services

Victor D. Wooddell received his Ph.D. in Social and Organizational Psychology from Wayne State University in 1996.  Since 1996, Dr. Wooddell was first a self-employed consultant offering program evaluation services to non-profit clients.  In 1999, he became the Organizational Development Internal Consultant for the City of Detroit, offering OD services to operational department executives and staff.  He has authored many articles and presented at a variety of conferences, including the Organization Development World Congress.  He is very active in professional organizations including the Organization Development Network and the Organization Development Institute.
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Wren, Patricia W.

Assistant Professor of Wellness, Health Promotion and Injury Prevention
Department of Wellness, Health Promotion and Injury Prevention

School of Health Sciences

Patricia A. Wren received her Ph.D. in Education from the University of Michigan in 1999, and will join the faculty as Assistant Professor of Wellness, Health Promotion and Injury Prevention, School of Health Sciences.  Her teaching and research encompasses various aspects of quality of life and behavioral medicine.  She has received numerous scholarships, awards and honors throughout her career while at the University of Michigan.  She is widely published and currently has three manuscripts in preparation for the Pelvic Floor Disorders Network, with two additional manuscripts under review and submitted to Medical Decision Making and International Urogynecology Journal.

Youngquist, Jeffrey

Instructor in Communication

Department of Rhetoric, Communication and Journalism

College of Arts and Sciences

Jeffrey Youngquist received his M.A. from Central Michigan University and is currently a doctoral candidate at Wayne State University.  His dissertation, which will be defended this summer, focuses on interpersonal dominance and gender, specifically on the role interruptions play in the use of power.  He has taught a number of courses including Communication Theory, Organizational Communication, Gender Communication, Small Group Communication, and Business Communication.  His research has been presented at a variety of national conferences, including the upcoming National Communication Association’s annual conference in San Antonio, Texas this November.
Yu, Shuishan

Instructor in Art History

Department of Art and Art History

College of Arts and Sciences

Shuishan Yu has recently received his Ph.D. from the University of Washington, Seattle, where he studied 20th century Chinese architecture.  His dissertation title is “To Achieve the Unachievable:  Chang’An Avenue and the Modernization Process in Chinese Architecture.”  Earlier, he received his Master of Architectural History from Tsinghua University in Beijing.  At the University of Washington, Dr. Yu taught many art history courses as graduate student lecturer, not only in his own area of study but in Western art and Native American art of the Pacific Northwest. 
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Zhang, Ning

Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences
Department of Biological Sciences

College of Arts and Sciences

Ning Zhang received his Ph.D. degree in 2001 from Johns Hopkins University.  He was born in China but received his B.S. in chemistry and M.S. in biochemistry and molecular biology at the University of Georgia.  Dr. Zhang then joined the National Cancer Institute as a post-doctoral fellow, where he conducts research on chemotaxis models for cancer metastasis.  Over a relatively short time, he has published over 20 peer-reviewed papers on his research, some in the most distinguished biomedical journals.  Dr. Zhang is planning to expand his studies on the migration of cancer cells in his new laboratory at Oakland University and maintain ongoing collaborations with other prominent scientists in his field.  His teaching will support the newly approved Biological Communication Specialization for the Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences.

