NEW APPOINTMENTS

(August 15, 2007)

Blair, Deborah V.

Assistant Professor of Music Education

Department of Music, Theatre & Dance

College of Arts & Sciences

Deborah Blair earned her Ph.D. in Music Education at Oakland University.  Her extensive qualitative study of the nature of students' engagement in music listening experiences received the 2006 Outstanding Dissertation Award.  As a visiting faculty member, Blair served as Coordinator of the Undergraduate Music Education Program.  She currently works with that program's undergraduate, master's, and doctoral students, including supervision of music education interns and graduate research advising.  Research interests include teacher preparation, special needs learners, and the applications and implications of constructivist learning theory in music education.  In recent years, she has presented her research at several international conferences, including venues in England, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Japan, and Spain.
Carr, Douglas A.

Instructor in Political Science

Department of Political Science

College of Arts & Sciences

Douglas Carr is completing his Ph.D. at the University of Kentucky.  Mr. Carr comes to Oakland from the Martin School at the University of Kentucky, one of the top-rated schools of public administration and public policy in the U.S.  His teaching expertise includes research methods, public economics, budgeting and finance, government information systems, and environmental policy.  His broad training fits well with the MPA program’s needs in research methods, government information systems, and public budgeting.  Moreover, he will be able to offer courses in public policy--as well as a specific course in environmental policy.  He as produced eight conference paper presentations and an article in a refereed journal. 

Cassano, Graham S.

Assistant Professor of Sociology

Department of Sociology & Anthropology

College of Arts & Sciences

Graham Cassano received his Ph.D. from Brandeis University; his areas of specialization are globalization and labor, economic sociology, critical theory and cultural studies of the mass media.  Dr. Cassano is a productive scholar with a mature research agenda; he has published six peer-reviewed journal articles, one book chapter, one encyclopedia entry and has multiple conference presentations.  A regular peer reviewer, he is currently a guest editor for the professional journal Critical Sociology.  His teaching responsibilities will include courses in social stratification, race and ethnic relations, urban sociology, sociological theory and the mass media.  In addition, he is exploring a collaborative project with sociologists at the University of Windsor which will compare "union consciousness" among US and Canadian autoworkers.
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Cho, Seong-Yeon

Assistant Professor of Accounting

Department of Accounting & Finance

School of Business Administration

Seong-Yeon Cho has taught M.B.A. and undergraduate courses at Tulane University and Drexel University.   He received his B.A. from Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea, M.A. in Economics from the University of Rochester, and Ph.D. from the University of Buffalo.  A former senior economist at the Bank of Korea, he has published in refereed journals including Accounting Horizons and Journal of Financial Intermediation.  In addition, his co-authored papers have been presented at national and regional meetings of the American Accounting Association.  Dr. Cho’s research agenda includes capital market research related to disclosure, audit fees, corporate governance, and standard setting.  He has taught Financial, Cost, Management Accounting, and Accounting Information Systems. 

Christ, Tanya M.

Assistant Professor of Education

Department of Reading & Language Arts

School of Education & Human Services

Tanya Christ received a B.A. in Psychology from Buffalo State College, B.S. in Elementary Education from North Carolina Central University, M.S. in Elementary Education from Buffalo State College, Reading Specialist Ed.M. from the University at Buffalo, and her Ph.D. in Literacy Education from the University at Buffalo.  She is certified in both elementary education and as a reading specialist, and has taught both inclusion and general education in Brooklyn, NY.  While working on her doctorate she supervised master’s students’ instruction of children experiencing difficulties in reading at the University at Buffalo Reading Clinic. Her research interests include issues of educational access, vocabulary acquisition, and teacher education.

Drouin, Jacqueline S.

Associate Professor of Physical Therapy

School of Health Sciences

Jackie Drouin has both a B.S. in Physical Therapy and a M.S. in Exercise Science from Oakland University.  Dr. Drouin has a Ph.D. from Wayne State University in Educational Evaluation & Research with a cognate in Exercise Physiology.  Prior to joining the faculty at Oakland, she taught at Wayne State University and the University of Michigan-Flint. Her research focuses on breast cancer and exercise.  A study published by Dr. Drouin in Cancer, which found women participating in aerobic exercise maintained erythrocyte levels during radiation treatment for breast cancer, has received national attention.  Dr. Drouin will be continuing her research here at Oakland and will teach in the professional and post-professional physical therapy doctoral programs.
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Evans, Susan E.

Assistant Professor of Art

Department of Art & Art History

College of Arts & Sciences

Susan Evans received her M.F.A. in Photography from Cornell University, and her B.F.A. in Photography and Holography from Goddard College.  She is an internationally recognized artist who regularly exhibits her photography, video and installation art.  Her work centers on race, gender and identity themes as well as sociopolitical aspects of collective memory and cultural expectation. Her art is in the permanent collections of museums across the United States and around the world.  She brings to Oakland University strengths in teaching digital, traditional analog, and alternative processes in photography, video, and web design, as well as critical theory.  Her active exhibition career will also present an artistic role model for our students as they move toward their own goals of careers as practicing artists.

Gao, Qian

Instructor in Chinese

Department of Modern Languages & Literatures

College of Arts & Sciences

Qian Gao joins us from the University of Oregon, where she received her Ph.D. in Chinese after completing her dissertation,  “Rewriting the Cultural Revolution: History, Memory, Nostalgia and Modernity.”  Her cutting-edge, interdisciplinary research includes the study of literary works, film, and other media against a socio-political and cultural-psychological background.  Her work will have echoes beyond the borders of Chinese studies, since it also reflects the foci of similar investigations of memory and nostalgia for the socialist past elsewhere in Asia and in Europe.  She comes to Oakland University with a broad range of experience as an instructor, including participation in the University of Oregon’s Chinese Flagship Program.  She was one of two graduate students chosen to work in this Chinese immersion program, the first of its kind in the United States.

Gooren, Henri Paul Pierre
Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Department of Sociology & Anthropology

College of Arts & Sciences

Henri Gooren received his Ph.D. from Utrecht University, Netherlands.  He has an impressive record of scholarship on the important topic of conversion movements and religious change in Central America.  Dr. Gooren has published seventeen peer reviewed journal articles and book chapters, one sole authored book (with two more under contract) and two co-edited books.  His reputation as a scholar brings immediate international visibility to the department and the university.  He is fluent in three languages and reads in five languages.  Dr. Gooren will teach courses in the anthropology of religion, anthropological research methods and the peoples and cultures of Central America.  His interests coincide with the emerging new curricula in the Religious Studies Program and also with Latin American Studies in the Center for International Programs.
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Gunn, Mariela A.

Assistant Professor

University Library

Mariela Gunn is a recent graduate of the School of Information at the University of Texas at Austin, where she received an M.S. in Information Studies in August 2005.  After earning her B.A. and M.A. in English (2000, 2002), she focused her academic endeavors in the field of librarianship.  Her accomplishments were recognized by Beta Phi Mu with the Student of the Year Award for 2005-2006.  Currently, she is working towards a doctoral degree in Information Studies with a research emphasis on technology integration in library instruction that supports the learning process and facilitates the development of the research skills of 21st century university students.

Hartmus, Diane M.

Associate Professor of Political Science

Department of Political Science

College of Arts & Sciences

Diane Hartmus, received her J.D. from Boston College and her B.A. from the University of Michigan.  She will serve as Director of the Master of Public Administration program.  She currently has 11 publications in public administration journals, law reviews, and social science journals.  Most recently serving as MPA Director at the West Point campus of John Jay College in New York, Dr. Hartmus has also served in the Administrative Offices of the United States Court system.  Her professional interests include public administration theory and public personnel.  Moreover, she is an expert in court administration, which the department of political science hopes to add to its undergraduate and graduate curricular offerings.  

Hoag, Melissa E.

Instructor in Music

Department of Music, Theatre & Dance

College of Arts & Sciences

Melissa Hoag, a Ph.D. candidate in music theory at Indiana University, earned her Master of Music degree in music theory from Indiana University in 2002, and Bachelor of Music degree in piano pedagogy from Drake University in 2000.  Her dissertation, titled “Multiple Melodic Pathways in Selected Works of Brahms,” was supported by an Indiana University dissertation fellowship in 2006-07.  She has presented papers at the Florida State University Music Theory Symposium, as well as regional and national meetings of the College Music Society, and the Indiana University Colloquium Series.  Ms. Hoag has received two awards for her research, including Best Graduate Student Paper at Music Theory Southeast (2005), and, most recently, the Dorothy Payne award for best Graduate Student Paper at Music Theory Society of the Mid-Atlantic conference (March 2007). 
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Hutchinson, Robert

Assistant Professor of Accounting

Department of Accounting & Finance

School of Business Administration

Robert Hutchinson specializes in managerial accounting, with a primary emphasis on manufacturing cost accounting. His current research focuses on better linking strategic measures in manufacturing to product cost for decision making.  He held several managerial accounting positions within the corporate finance departments of two Fortune 500 manufacturing firms, and prior to joining Oakland University was assistant professor of accounting at Ohio Northern University.  Dr. Hutchinson’s education includes a B.S.B.A. from Duquesne University, an M.B.A. from the University of Notre Dame, and Ph.D. from the University of Toledo.

Khain, Evgeniy

Assistant Professor of Physics

Department of Physics

College of Arts & Sciences

Evgeniy Khain received his Ph.D. from the Recah Institute of Physics at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  He is joining Oakland University to support Biomedical Sciences and the Medical Physics Ph.D. program.  He recently completed a competitive and prestigious three-year postdoctoral research fellowship at the Michigan Center for Theoretical Physics, University of Michigan, where his research focused on Biological Physics.  He uses theoretical approaches to study problems such as the dynamics and pattern formation in invasive tumor growth, and the role of adhesion in secondary tumor formation.  Dr. Khain has ten peer-reviewed publications in professional journals, and will be a welcome addition to our Medical Physics program.

Knutson, Andrea L.

Assistant Professor of English

Department of English

College of Arts & Sciences

Andrea Knutson received her Ph.D. from the Graduate Center of the City University of New York in 2006 and taught for one year as an Assistant Professor at the Minneapolis Community and Technical College.  Her dissertation, "American Spaces of Conversion:  The Conductive Imaginaries of Jonathon Edwards, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and William James," explored the nature of the idea of conversion and its literary uses not only in the Puritan writers of early American, but in major later figures of American letters.  Her work opens up new understandings of connections and traditions of thought within American literature.  A book manuscript based on her dissertation is currently under review at Oxford University Press.  Knutson will be offering classes in early American literature.
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Kozak, Andrea T.

Assistant Professor of Psychology

Department of Psychology

College of Arts & Sciences

Andrea Kozak earned a B.A. in psychology from Oakland University in 1996 and was the recipient of the College of Arts and Sciences Meritorious Achievement Award.  She completed an M.A. in clinical psychology from Minnesota State University-Mankato in 1998 and earned her Ph.D. in clinical psychology in 2003 from Western Michigan University.  Her dissertation was titled “Naltrexone renders one-session exposure therapy less effective: A controlled pilot study” and is published in the Journal of Anxiety Disorders.  At the University of Illinois at Chicago she completed both a pre-doctoral internship in the treatment of anxiety and mood disorders and a post-doctoral fellowship in behavioral medicine.  Her primary research focus has been to investigate potential explanatory mechanisms for efficacious behavioral treatments.  In general, she observes how individual difference factors influence treatment outcome, particularly when individuals are stressed or anxious.  
Levinson, Lisa B.

Instructor in Linguistics

Department of Linguistics

College of Arts & Sciences

Lisa Levinson received her Ph.D. in Linguistics from New York University in July, 2007.  In addition to her dissertation, “The Root of Verbs,” Levinson has several publications and presentations to her credit.  Her research focuses on showing how meaning influences morphological and syntactic structure and on providing a formal model-theoretic account for semantics 'below' the word level.  Levinson looks at these research questions typologically using a variety of different languages.  For the Department of Linguistics, Dr. Levinson will teach courses in syntax, semantics, language acquisition, the neural basis of language, and language and mind. 

Liu, Zijuan

Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences

Department of Biological Sciences

College of Arts & Sciences

Zijuan Liu received her Ph.D. in microbiology from the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing.  Her post-doctoral studies were completed in the Department of Biochemistry at Wayne State University Medical School, where her research focused on microbial detoxification mechanisms for arsenic and other poisonous metals.   Her studies led her to discover common mechanisms that operate across many levels in biological systems.  In 2006 Dr. Liu was appointed Research Assistant Professor at Wayne State University.  She has published her work in a number of high-quality journals including the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (USA), and the Journal of Biological Chemistry.  At Oakland University she will teach microbiology and will expand her research on metalloid uptake in microorganisms to mammalian systems.  
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McDonald, Fritz J.

Assistant Professor of Philosophy

Department of Philosophy

College of Arts & Sciences

Fritz McDonald received his Ph.D. from CUNY (2006) and his B.A. from Rutgers (1998), two highly regarded philosophy programs. He has published work in refereed journals and has several entries that will appear in the forthcoming Encyclopedia of American Philosophy.  In addition, Dr. McDonald has made sixteen conference presentations.  Before coming to Oakland University, he taught for one year at SUNY, New Paltz.  He does work in moral theory, metaethics, and metaphysics, working on areas as diverse as the reality of ethical principle and theory of Truth.  He will teach ethics at both the general education and major level.

Mendoza, S. Lily L.

Assistant Professor of Communication

Department of Rhetoric, Communication & Journalism

College of Arts & Sciences

S. Lily Mendoza received her Ph.D. from Arizona State University in 2000. Her research is in the area of Critical Intercultural Communication, emphasizing issues of identity, representation and cross-cultural theory.  She has a strong research record including a book, more than two dozen articles and numerous conference presentations.  Along with her research, Mendoza is a practiced teacher. Before coming to Oakland she was an Associate Professor of Communication and Graduate Director of Human Communication Studies at the University of Denver. She has also had extensive experience in international studies.  Dr. Mendoza will work with existing faculty on the development of a graduate program in communication.

Mills-Wisneski, Sharon M.

Assistant Professor of Nursing

School of Nursing

Sharon Mills-Wisneski received a Doctor of Science in Nursing in 2003 from Widener University, Chester, Pennsylvania. Her dissertation is titled, “Factors that Support or Restrict Academic Success in African American Baccalaureate Nursing Students.“ She received an M.S. in Nursing from Widener University, and a B.S.N. and A.D.N. from Wesley College, Dover, Delaware.  She has thirteen years of teaching experience (Adult Medical-Surgical, Critical Care) and clinical experience as an Assistant Professor of Nursing at Delaware State University.  Most recently, she completed a three-year post-doctoral research fellowship in Women's Health Disparities at the University of Michigan School of Nursing (2004-2007). Her research interest is in Breast Cancer survivorship in post-treatment (2-10 years) African-American women.
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Moorehead, Pamela A.

Assistant Professor of Education

Department of Teacher Development & Educational Studies

School of Education & Human Services

Pamela Morehead received her B.S. degree in Special Education from Wayne State University in 1974, her M.A. degree in Early Childhood Education in 1986 and her Ph.D. in Education Leadership from Oakland University in 2003. Dr. Morehead has over 25 years in public education including 13 years as an administrator. Since 2002, Dr. Morehead has been employed as an adjunct faculty for Oakland University and Saginaw Valley State University. In January, 2004, Dr. Morehead was employed by Oakland University as Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of Teacher Development and Educational Studies. Since receiving her doctorate in 2003, she has authored and co-authored three book chapters, over nine articles, was awarded a book contract, made a number of professional presentations (including  international venues) and has been successful in obtaining three grants. She is active in professional organizations and was nominated for Oakland’s “Excellence in Teaching Award” in 2006. During her years in teaching and administration, Dr. Morehead was a finalist for State Teacher of the Year and was awarded many educational grants.

Nakano, Yoichi
Instructor in History

Department of History

College of Arts & Sciences

Yoichi Nakano is a specialist in modern Japanese history.  He recently completed his Ph.D. in History and East Asian Languages at Harvard University, having defended his dissertation “Negotiating Modern Landscapes:  The Politics of Infrastructure Development in Modern Japan.”  This study examines infrastructure-building policy in Japan from the pre-World War II period, through the war, and into the immediate post-war era. It includes an analysis of how Japan’s extensive highway system came into being in the twentieth century, considering not only the post-war rise of the automobile culture in Japan, but also its roots in the establishment of the colonial empire in pre-war Asia.  In addition to his research strengths, Nakano has been characterized as a “terrific” teaching fellow while at Harvard.
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Osborne, Annette M.

Special Instructor in Education

Department of Reading & Language Arts

School of Education & Human Services 

Annette McBrayer Osborne received her B.A. in Secondary Education with a major in English from Michigan State University in 1966, her MAT in Reading from the University of Tulsa in 1969, and her Ph.D. in Reading and Language Arts Education from Oakland University in 2002.  Dr. Osborne has taught for the Reading and Language Arts Department at the undergraduate and masters level since 1992 as a graduate assistant, Special Lecturer and currently as a Visiting Assistant Professor.  She taught secondary English in Oklahoma and worked privately as a reading tutor and consultant prior to beginning her doctoral work at Oakland.  She oversees the Reading Clinic at Macomb University Center and is the liaison from the Reading and Language Arts Department to the Macomb University Center. Additionally she serves on department and school committees such as the Scholarship Committee. She has supervised the Writing Workshop for her department every summer for the past 15 years.  She works with a minimum of 1-2 teachers per year in their classrooms, helping implement major programs such as Writing Workshop and Reading Workshop. She will be the co-author with Dr. Ronald Cramer on the second edition of his popular textbook, Creative Writing: The Nature and Nurture of Children’s Writing.

Qu, Guangzhi

Assistant Professor of Engineering

Department of Computer Science

School of Engineering & Computer Science

Guangzhi Qu received his B.S. and M.S. in Computer Science and Engineering from Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics (China) (1996 and 1999), and earned his Ph.D. degree in Computer Engineering from the University of Arizona in 2005.  He has worked as a research assistant professor in the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department at the University of Arizona since his graduation.  His research in the topic of network security is funded by the Army Research Lab, and the Air Force Battle Lab and Intel.  Dr. Qu has successfully led and built a network defender system prototype for the Air Force Battle Lab.  His current work focuses on solving fundamental issues to combat against both external and internal attacks. His work has appeared in journals such as IEEE Transactions on Knowledge and Data Engineering, IEEE Journal on Selected Areas in Communications, and IEEE Network Security and Privacy.   He has presented work at conferences. Including the IEEE International Conference on Autonomic Computing and has two book chapters. He is a member of ACM and IEEE.

Rawashdeh, Osamah A.

Assistant Professor of Engineering

Department of Electrical & Computer Engineering

School of Engineering & Computer Science

Osamah Rawashdeh received both his M.S. and Ph.D. in electrical engineering from the University of Kentucky, and has had teaching experience as a lecturer at the University of Kentucky.  His research interests are in Distributed and Fault-Tolerant Embedded Systems, Reconfigurable Computing and Wearable Computing. 
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Serra, Jamie L.

Special Instructor in Nursing

School of Nursing 

Ms. Serra has taught three years at the undergraduate level for traditional students and second degree students here at Oakland.  She is qualified to teach medical surgical nursing theory and clinical courses based upon five years of experience in medical surgical and critical care nursing.  She has also worked as a clinical nurse specialist at Beaumont-Troy.  Ms. Serra has an M.S.N. from Oakland University in Nursing Education.  Her long-term goal is to earn a Ph.D. 

Siadat, Mohammad-Reza

Assistant Professor of Engineering

Department of Computer Science

School of Engineering & Computer Science

Dr. Siadat received his B.S. degree in electrical engineering: electronics and his M.S. degree in biomedical engineering: bioelectric from Sharif University of Technology and the University of Tehran.  In 2005, he received his Ph.D. in computer science from Wayne State University.   Since 2005, he has been with the Department of Diagnostic Radiology, Henry Ford Health System, where he is currently a Research Scientist/Instructor.  In 2003 and 2004 he served as a consultant in Computer Assisted Surgery Laboratory, Neurological Surgery Department, Harper Hospital, Detroit Medical Center - Wayne State University Medical School.  Dr. Siadat's research interests include biomedical image and signal processing, biomedical informatics and Computational Biomedicine and Decision Support Systems.  He has authored or co-authored over 20 papers in journals and refereed proceedings, and one book chapter.

Suvas, Susmit

Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences

Department of Biological Sciences

College of Arts & Sciences

Susmit Suvas received his Ph.D. in cellular immunology from the Institute of Microbial Technology (IMTECH) in Chandigarh, India.   In 2001, Dr. Suvas joined the Department of Microbiology at the University of Tennessee for post-doctoral studies; he was appointed Research Assistant Professor at UT in 2004.  He has more than 20 peer-reviewed publications in prestigious journals, such as the Journal of Immunology, Journal of Biological Chemistry, and Journal of Virology.  His main research interest is T-cell immunity mechanisms associated with systemic and respiratory virus infection.  Specifically, he studies how manipulation of the virus specific T-cell response can boost viral immunity but prevent collateral tissue damage.  At Oakland University he is planning to expand his studies to understand why, with increasing age, the ability of the immune system to fight off viral infections decreases.  He will teach immunology at the undergraduate and graduate level.
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Towner, Terri L.

Instructor in Political Science

Department of Political Science

College of Arts & Sciences

Terri Towner is completing her Ph.D. at Purdue University.  Ms. Towner has research and teaching interests in American political behavior and is a specialist in public opinion. She also will strengthen the department’s instructional mission by offering the core research methods course to undergraduates.  She has one co-authored publication in a refereed journal and has also co-authored a book chapter on public opinion and political culture.  Ms. Towner’s dissertation topic centered on public opinion of the Iraq war, specifically support for the war across groups who bear different costs of war.  She has presented nine papers at professional conferences between January 2005 and January 2007.  

Vallie, Stephanie L.

Special Instructor in Nursing

School of Nursing

Stephanie Vallie received her M.S. from Indiana University in Nursing Administration.  She has taught for 5 years at the undergraduate level for traditional and second degree students at Oakland University.  Ms. Vallie’s expertise is in maternal newborn (obstetrical) nursing, which she has practiced for over 20 years as a staff nurse and manager.  Ms. Vallie also teaches pharmacology and introduction to nursing.  
Yumbie, Joshua L.

Instructor in English

Department of English

College of Arts & Sciences

Joshua Yumibe just completed his Ph.D. in Cinema and Media Studies at the University of Chicago.  His dissertation, "Moving Color:  An Aesthetic History of Applied Color Technologies in Silent Cinema," is a ground-breaking study of the use of applied color during the early years of motion pictures.  He is the Project Coordinator for the Davide Turconi Collection, an extensive collection of clips of early films.  Research and preservation of the collection is an international, joint endeavor, involving the Cinecteca del Friuli (Gemona, Italy), the George Eastman House (Rochester, NY), and Le Giornate del Cinema Muto (Pordenone, Italy).  He is the co-editor of a book and CD-ROM project, currently in progress, on the Davide Turconi Collection.  Dr. Yumibe will offer classes in our concentration in film aesthetics and history.
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Zheng, Yin

Instructor in Music

Department of Music, Theatre & Dance

College of Arts & Sciences 

Yin Zheng received her D.M.A. from the Eastman School of Music under the tutelage of Professor Nelita True.  Ms. Zheng’s piano performances have graced leading music stages such as Carnegie Hall and Steinway Hall in New York City, as well as worldwide music festivals in France, Belgium, Switzerland, Austria, Germany, Spain, Portugal, China and Canada.  Recent triumphs include first prizes in both the 28th Frinna Awerbuch International Piano Competition held in New York and the Empire State Piano Competition of the New York State Music Teacher’s Association.  She has taught master classes at diverse institutions in Asia and the United States.  In addition to a demanding teaching and performing career, she has had a life-long fascination with the music of Mozart and has long been intrigued by historical instruments and the early development of western music.

