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than I thought for both the en-
tire school district and Oakland 

 (Comment from planning retreat par-
ticipant, June 21, 2012) 

 The Avondale/Oakland University Magnet 
Lab School Project is the exciting blend of Avon-

cation and Human Services.  This project brings to-
gether the very best of these two entities.  Oakland 
University (OU) and Avondale share a mutual vision 
for the magnet lab school (the School) focused on 
teacher preparation, leadership development, social 
justice, parent and community engagement, and ongo-
ing professional development for all staff that can directly lead to improved student academic outcomes. 

 Enthusiastic participation by 12 Avondale and 9 OU faculty members led to mutual respect and a shared commit-
ment to go beyond simply creating a laboratory school to developing a comprehensive partnership that will benefit the 
broader school district and university communities.  The Avondale Planning Team formed their strong bond over the 
summer for an 8-day planning retreat.  Retreat sessions were held at the OU Incubator, Meadows School (the projected 
site of the lab school), Pawley Hall and the Avondale Schools Administration Center.  Each day of the retreat began with 
common learning including decision-
teacher lab project, teacher leader models, community needs and assets, and exploring the potential school site.  A num-
ber of K-12/university faculty collaborations were discussed including Avondale teachers becoming instructors for gradu-
ate classes during the 2012 - 13 academic year. 

 Exciting collaborations have already begun.  On Monday, June 18, the planning team met with representatives of 

ry Early Childhood Center.  This generated many ideas for partnerships that would enrich this project.  These discussions 
identified expanded opportunities for Oakland students to participate in internships, field experiences and action research 
in real world sites.  Structured leadership training will permeate the organization for teachers, administrators, parents, and 

 

Pictured: O.U. Avondale Planning Team June, 20 2012 

Fall is in the air 

Save the Dates!        
  

    
 

  



  

   BOOK TALK   with Kay Cornell, Education Consultant                       
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VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  
www.oakland.edu/galileo 
Now  on            

Questions?  Contact: 
 
Dr. C. Robert Maxfield, Institute Director    maxfiel2@oakland.edu 
Kay Cornell, Program Coordinator              cornell@oakland.edu 
Michelle Sieber, Graduate Assistant            mwsieber@oakland.edu 
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