General Spill Response Guidelines 

Responding to “Incidental” Spills 

· People in the immediate area of the spill should be alerted. 

· Spills should only be cleaned up by “trained” personnel, i.e., those individuals who have been “formally” instructed in spill response, and/or otherwise possess the knowledge, background, experience and/or reference materials (e.g. MSDS or other safety literature) necessary to respond safely and effectively to the accidental and/or uncontrolled release of a hazardous material. 

· The laboratory employee should make certain that he/she has adequate ventilation (e.g., windows open) in addition to ensuring that the fume hoods in the room are on. 

· The laboratory employee must ensure he/she has proper personal protective equipment (minimum - gloves, goggles, and lab coat). 

· Spill kits, and/or vermiculite, dry sand, diatomaceous earth, paper towel, etc. (as appropriate to the material and its hazards) should be used to clean up the material. 

· Contaminated absorbent materials should be collected, placed in a container, and disposed of as with hazardous waste regulations in mind. EH&S can be contacted for disposal instructions if uncertainty exists regarding how to handle the waste. 

Responding to “Emergency” Spills 

· Evacuate the room or immediate area in which the material was released, close door(s) upon exit if possible, and solicit the assistance of others to keep unauthorized personnel at least 25 feet from the room/area. 

· Door(s) to affected room(s) should be closed. 

· Call “911", which connects to the OU Police Dispatcher directly. Be prepared to provide the OU Police dispatcher with the following information if/when it is available without re-entering the immediate area (i.e. within 25 feet) of the release: 

· Location of the release (be as specific as possible). 

· Description of injuries, illnesses or negative health symptoms resulting from release 

· Approximate amount released. 

· If the release is due to a leak: (1) whether the material continues to “flow;” (2) if so, at what “rate” (e.g. dribbling, streaming, gushing); and (3) approximate size of container from which the material is leaking. 

· Identity of material spilled (with correct spelling and manufacturer name/city). 

· Any hazards which are known to be associated with release of the material (based on previous knowledge, information from MSDS, placards on the product’s transport vehicle, hazard warning label(s) on its container or packaging, and so on). 

· If the material is known to be flammable or ignitable, whether any open flames or other significant ignition sources exist in the area. 

· Physical characteristics of the release (e.g. color, odor, liquid/solid/gas), particularly for the release of “unknown” materials 

· Whether release of a liquid has been “contained” (to prevent its spread) and whether it entered sewer or drain. 

· Oakland University Police should dispatch one or more officers to the scene, and immediately thereafter reference its Emergency Contact List in order to reach an individual in the Office of Environmental Health and summarize for him/her the information obtained thus far. The responding EH&S employee shall report to the site and begin preliminary assessment and mitigation procedure/recommendations. 

· The Office of Environmental Health and Safety is available for guidance and advice for all chemical spills and accidents. Other OU resources, including Marcee Daly(Chemistry), Dorothy Duffy (Chemistry), Michael Sevilla (Chemistry), and/or Kathleen Moore (Chemistry) can also assist with the spill “assessment process” if EH&S is not immediately available. 
