Oakland University

Program in Physical Therapy

Assessment Plan for Post-professional Programs (DScPT, MSPT, Certificates) in Physical Therapy

I. Goals cited in Oakland University’s Mission

The mission and goals of the Program in Physical Therapy are in concert with Oakland University’s mission and in particular the following University goals.

A.
Each program provides a variety of courses and curricular experiences to ensure an enriched life along with superior career preparation or enhancement.

B. The University seeks to facilitate the development of those personal skills that will contribute to informed decision making and productive citizenship.

C. Oakland University assumes an obligation to advance knowledge through the research and scholarship of its faculty and students.


II. Mission Statement and Goals for the Program in Physical Therapy

In concert with the University mission of instruction, research, scholarship, public service and student development, it is the mission of the Program in Physical Therapy to bring high quality, relevant, and affordable professional education in physical therapy to the citizens of Michigan.  By building on a strong liberal arts and sciences base, the faculty expects to progressively prepare students in the applied sciences and physical therapy principles which will continue to evolve with advances in technology and health care.  The curriculum prepares students to be autonomous physical therapists who are consumers of and contributors to research.  In addition to the academic and clinical aspects of the program, faculty emphasize the importance of personal growth that will allow graduates to become contributing members of their community and the profession.  Furthermore, the faculty strives to build ties to alumni and the practice community through lifelong learning opportunities to pursue advanced degrees, and maintain the highest level of clinical competence through a variety of teaching and learning opportunities.  Quality education and excellence in teaching is promoted through faculty development, clinical practice and research.  

The goals of the post-professional programs are: 

To advance the profession of physical therapy by educating professionals who will:

A. Demonstrate advanced knowledge and skill in a specific area of PT practice (orthopedics, neurological rehabilitation, pediatric rehabilitation, or education). (University Goal A)

B. Participate and/or facilitate clinical research designed to advance the knowledge and skill in the profession of physical therapy (University Goal C)

C.
Engage in professional development activities (University Goal B)

D. Student Learning Objectives based on Program Goals

PROGRAM GOALS:

To advance the profession of physical therapy by educating professionals who will :

A. Demonstrate advanced knowledge and skill in a specific area of PT practice (orthopedics, neurological rehabilitation, pediatric rehabilitation, or education).

B. Participate and/or facilitate clinical research designed to advance the knowledge and skill in the profession of physical therapy

C.
Engage in professional development activities

CURRICULAR OBJECTIVES TO MEET THESE GOALS:

Upon completion of this program, the student will be able to:

1. *Describe the theoretical basis of physical therapy practice in a specific area of PT.(Program Goal A)

2. *Apply advanced knowledge of a specific area of physical therapy practice to patient care. (Program Goal B)

3. Demonstrate advanced clinical skill in a specific area of physical therapy practice. (Applies certificates in orthopedics and orthopedic manual therapy only.) (Program Goal A)

4. *Demonstrate an understanding of the application of research principles to clinical care in physical therapy. (Program Goal B)

5. *Develop a clinical question. (Program Goals B & C).

6. *Critique the literature related to Physical Therapy. (Program Goals A, B, & C).

7. *Gather clinical evidence to support Physical Therapy Practice. (Program Goal B and C).

8. +Develop and implement a professional development plan. (Program Goal A & C).

9. +Develop and implement a research proposal. (Program Goal B).

10. *Complete a clinically relevant scholarly project. (Program Goals A, B, and C).

11. *Demonstrate an understanding of the application of research principles to clinical care in physical therapy. (Program Goal C).

12. *Describe current issues in Physical Therapy. (Program Goal A, B, and C)

13. *Participate in professional activities. (Program Goal C).

* Applies to all post-professional programs.

+ Applies to MSPT and DScPT only

IV.  Tools/Methods of Assessment

Sources of Data for Program Assessment

A.
Data from the admissions process, criteria for admission, and class demographics (number of applicants, number accepted, overall GPA, etc are collected and reviewed).


B. Faculty course evaluations. (Faculty complete the gray form attached and review it orally at the curriculum meeting.)

C. Student completed course evaluations.(Summary data are provided by the Dean’s Office)

D. Research assessment activity (Multiple faculty will evaluate the student’s research presentation using the attached form.  Mean scores will be calculated.)

E. “Exit” surveys sent to students just prior to program completion. (The Program Director provides a report which includes summary data in the form of means and frequencies for all survey items to faculty at the yearly curriculum meeting.)

F. Surveys to alumni at 10 months post program completion. (The Program Director provides a report which includes summary data in the form of means and frequencies for all survey items to faculty at the yearly curriculum meeting.)

G. Survey of colleagues at 10 months. (The Program Director provides a report which includes summary data in the form of means and frequencies for all survey items to faculty at the yearly curriculum meeting.)

H. Curriculum Review Meeting

